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Specializing in Jerk Cooking (Caribbean Barbecue)

Featuring:
Seafood, Steaks, Chicken, Pork, Shrimp & Daily Specials.
Also, wood-fried Burgers/Pizzas,
Fresh Salads, Cocktails, Wine and Beer.

Open 7 Days a Week
From 11:00AM to 10:00PM
Catering & Carry Out Orders Available

Early Bird Specials - 4:00 to 6:15
Complete dinner, including choice of soup or salad. We"
also offer our lunch pasta during this time along with our
complete menu.
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Served with Rice and Beans or Potatoes, Slaw, Fried
Plantain, Greens and Corn Bread.
II PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE

(210) 693-3979
l 701 Highway 281 North ¢ Marble Falls, Texas 78754

JEFF WHITE
(210) 997-1078
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DISCOVER
THE STARS

AND HE MADE EVERYTHING MOVE IN HARMONY: ONE
OF ASERIES OF PICTOGRAPHS FROM THE WALAUM OLUM, OR

RED BOOK, OF THE DELAWARE INDIANS DEPICTING THEIR
CREATION MYTH.

STAR PARTY SPONSORED BY ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE

n April 1, Enchanted Rock Magazine

is sponsoring a Star Party at Crabapple

Crossing Country Store five miles north

of Enchanted Rock State Natural Area
on Ranch Road 965. In addition to locating
the major stars and planets, participants will
view galaxy clusters and constellations through
an 18-inch telescope. Your guides to this
adventure will be Chris Alton, staff writer on
astronomy for Enchanted Rock Magazine, and
Scott Mgbroff.

Stonewall Chili Pepper Company will be
on hand serving up a variety of their award-
winning salsas for the event. The Star Party is
free and open to the public.

The Star Party will begin around 7:30
p.m. If the sky is overcast, Ira Kennedy will
give a talk on the history, legends, and myths
of Enchanted Rock. Campsites and RV sites
are available by reservation at Crabapple
Crossing. Phone 915/247-4260.

KENBACH
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Feb. 10-11-12:
20th Annual HUG-IN Weekend
Fri. 10th: Wimberly Volenteer Fire Aunts

Sat. 11th: Ray Wylie Hubbard
Geronimo Trevino I1I
Monte Montgomery

Sun. 12th: P.J. Party
$10.00 Admission- Includes Dances and Camping Fee

Sat. March 18th:
MUD DAUBBER FESTIVAL DANCE
The Austin Lounge Lizards - $7.50

Sat. April 1:

Gary P. Nunn
$7.50

Thursday and/or Friday: 2-Alarm Chili by the bowl
Bring Your Guitar
Open 10-9 Sometimes later, 1-9 Sundays
We're on Wednesdays closed. Information: 210-997-3224
From Fredricksburg: Take 290 5 miles East to KOA
Turn right on FM 1376 & drive 4.5 miles & TURN RIGHT
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Classic, durable, comfortable
clothing for men and women, designed ¥
from the most advanced techno-fibres
¥k and from natural time-tested, hand-
#* crafted materials. Equipment and
gear for Travclers and Adventurers,
and Nature Guides and Gifts for everyone.
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Explore the pleasant, friendly environment we've
created to display our unique and eclectic merchandise.
A new shopping adventure is in store to entice, surprise

and dclighb you. COME SEE US!

Whole Earth
Provision Company

& 2420 San Antonio St. AUSTIN (512478-1577 2334 S, Shepherd, HOUSTON (713)526-5226
4006 South Lamar, ~ AUSTIN (512)444.9974 6560 Woodway, ~ HOUSTON (713)467-0234
Y 5400 East Mockingbird, DALLAS (214)824-7444
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FROM THE EDITOR

WE'RE A MONTHLY

eginning with our next issue, April 1995,
Enchanted Rock Magazine will be published
monthly. When I began this enterprise, asa

bi-monthly newsletter, I had no idea it would be-

comeamagazine,let Enchan.ted Rock
alone a monthly. It T ST U Magazine is a
evolvedin thatdirec- natural  re-
tionthroughthesup- ||  ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE || source for dis-
port of advertisers covery, adver:;
ture, an

and the encourage-
ment and able assis-
tance of friends. This
decision has necessi-
tated a few changes:

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Thesubscriptionrate
is changing from $15 for 6 issues to $25 for 12 issues.
With the recent increases in postal rates, and the
larger size of the magazine this is the best offer we
can make for those wanting an annual subscription.

BACK ISSUES

A complete set of back issues—volume one,
numbers one through six — is available for $40
postpaid. The supply is limited. Apart from those
in volumes, no back copies of this publication are
available.

LETTERS

Beginning with the next issue we will begin a
letters column. We will reprint your comments,
criticisms, suggestions, praise, etc. All letters sub-
mitted for publication should beaddressed TOTHE
EDITOR so that we know you are willing to share
your correspondence to us with the public. Please,
whenever possible, keep your letters brief. When
necessary we will edit letters for clarity and length.

MANUSCRIPTS

We accept unsolicited manuscripts from our
readers. All manuscripts should be sent with a self-
addressed stamped envelop if you want them re-
turned. All articles should be well-researched and
all reference material should be either submitted
with the manuscript, or if that isn't possible a bibli-

IS A NATURAL RESOURCE
FOR DISCOVERY, ADVENTURE,
AND KNOWLEDGE...

ography must be provided so the facts can be
checked. The names and phone numbers of all
persons interviewed must be provided with the
manuscript. All writers should keep in mind

knowledge in
Central Texas,
the Hill Coun-
try, the Llano
Uplift, the
Edwards Pla-
teau, the Cen-
tral Mineral
Region, La Lomeria, the Balcones Escarpment, the
Highland Lakes, and the Enchanted Rock. Enjoy

and join in the adventure. /r
WA KENNEDY

M A G A X

[ NCHANTED ROCK

HC 09, BOX 34B, LLANO, TX 78643

PHONE/FAX: 815/247-3067

IRA KENNEDY

DALE FRY

BILL FLEMING
CHRIS ALTON

GAIL BILLINGS

JIM CHUDE

SONNY SoLIS
CHARLES TISCHLER
BUcK BURKLE

MARILYN POTTER
SHARON MORENO

EDITOR/PUBLISHER:
MANAGING EDITOR
ASSISTANT EDITOR!
ASTRONOMY:

RoCK CLIMBING:
GEOLOGY:

PARK MANAGEMENT:
EDITOR-AT-LARGE!

ART DIRECTOR!:
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR:
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT:

Although the magazine bears the name ‘Enchanted Rock,’ It Is not
produced by the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department. Enchanted Rock
Mogazine s published monthly. All rights reserved. This magazine Is not
responsible for unsolictted manuscripts submitted for publication.
All materials, Including advertkments, are copyrighted and may not
be reproduced without permission,

©1995 Enchanfed Rock Magazine.
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Vivid images of early Texas and the Old West still linger in the quaint little town of
Llano, where time seems to have stood sfill in a grand effort to retain the city's heritage.
Couple that with the celebrated geological composition of the surrounding county, and
you have a unique area worthy of endless exploration.
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he county and city of Llano are important locales
for a number of reasons. In 1977, the National
Register of Historical Places listed Llano's entire
downtown, located on the banks of the spring-
fed Llano River, as a National Historical District.
This district encompasses some 65 structures which in-
clude the courthouse square, a rustic stone ice house rising
from the waters of the river, an adjacent dam forming a
downtown lake and a bridge of overhead steel spans.
Remnants still remain of the stone and cement piers of
a low-water crossing hastily constructed just below the
dam after the great flood of 1935 wiped out the town's
original iron bridge.

This historical district is home to many distinctive
structures reflecting the town's early Texas image. Tower-
ing above them all, the Llano County courthouse, erected
in 1893, is the 39th oldest of the 284 courthouses in the state,
and isone of only 66 left that arose before 1900. Inaddition,
itis one of only a handfull thatremain with no additions to
the original structure.

Another interesting building is Llano County's 1895
jail, a massive, multi-storied Romanesque Revival struc-
ture built entirely of large blocks of local granite. Listed as
an Historical Texas Landmark in 1979, this building serves
today as headquarters for the Llano Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the Republic of Texas, which utilizes the various
large rooms of the first floor for meetings and social func-
tions.

The jailer's office, living quarters and kitchen origi-
nally occupied the first floor, two rooms of which were
heated by fireplaces built into the corners back-to-back.
These fireplacesand their original wooden mantles remain
to this day. The second floor contained four cells and two
"drunk tanks," and the top floor, the jail's square, window-
enclosed tower, housed the gallows. (Fortunately, the
county never had to use this forboding space.) The gallows
are still there.

The jail's black roof, originally red, provided the
building's nickname. Early day inmates often spoke of
"staying over at the old Red Top." Itis said also that in later
years the jail earned a certainamount of "fame" for the tasty
breakfasts served there. Area drunks admonished fellow
imbibers, "If you're going to get drunk and wind up injail,
make sure it's in Llano; at least you can get a decent
breakfast there."

Worthy of mention also are three brick and granite
buildings built in the teens that today house the county's
large, modern library. The county restored the facades of
each of the buildings, which adjoin one another, and re-
moved the inner walls to create several areas inside one
large, multi-purpose room. The two high end walls of this
largeroom were stripped of plaster to reveal their original
brown sandstone rocks.

After Llano received national historical designation a
flurry of restoration began, and today its quaint buildings

house a number of interesting shops dispensing antiques,
clothes, furniture, gourmet food, cappucchino, old fash-
ioned soda fountain treats, arts, crafts, gifts, bakery items,
and other shoppers' delights.

Locals, in addition, have capitalized on the bed and
breakfast boom, and visitors may enjoy an unforgettable
stay in rustic lodgings that include a semi-primitive hotel
overlooking the Llano River and five beds and breakfasts,
each furnished in the style of a bygone era. Two of thebeds
and breakfasts are located in the rugged countryside and
offer serenity in scenic surroundings.

Llano County owes its fame primarily to the
fact that it is a repository for one of the
largest concentrations of minerals in the
nation. Since no agency has ever

conducted a complete soil analysis of the
county, no one really knows how many
different minerals exist here besides the 240
reputedly already discovered.

One writer referred to Llano County as nature's won-
derland with good reason, for this is indeed a remarkable
geographicregion. Here, several sciences converge to form
a natural wonderland that has long enjoyed renown in
scientific circles.

Here, nature's awesome forces, working tirelessly over
eons, have created classic rock formations, rare plant life, a
spring-fed river noted for its scenic beauty, gold, silver,
uranium, rare earth minerals—some of them the rarest in
the world—and a rich assortment of others.

Llano County is a part of what geologists call the
Central Mineral Region, the Mineral Basin, the Llano Basin
and the Llano Uplift. This uplift encompasses five central
Texas counties—Llano, Burnet, San Saba, Mason and
Gillespie—and covers some1.5millionacres. Llano County
is near the center of this massive uplift. The city itself lies
within roughly 70 miles of the geographic center of the
state.

Scientists say the Llano Uplift is incredibly old. This
area, considered one of the oldest in the United States, is
also numbered among the oldest in the world. Only the
painstaking passage of a mind-boggling 1,200 million (one
billion, 200 million) years, scientists say, could have
produced this geological phenomenon.

That an uplift can also be considered a basin seems
contradictory, nevertheless this region is indeed both.
Nature, with a magnificent flourish, wielding laws of heat,
cold, water and wind, formed the two in one. Structurally
it is a dome—an uplift—but due to erosion, topographi-

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE.

LLANO COUNTY COURTHOUSE, DRAWING BY IRA KENNEDY. REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION OF THE LLANO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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The erosion by water which helped
create the Llano Basin within the
uplift is attributed primarily to the
numerous springs of the Edwards
Plateau. This enormous limestone
tableland, bordering the uplift, con-
tains some of the greatest springs in
the United States.

cally it is a basin, its outer edges reaching a height of 1,000
feet.

This famed formation began its growth approximately
1,200 million years ago inan ancient trough some 65 miles
across at its widest point. This trough formed unknown
years earlier as the result of tremendous heat raging deep
in the primeval earth.

This inferno produced titanic pressure which caused
the inner structure to shift. The ground surface far above,
fragile in the face of such fury, sank in, leaving a sink so
large that five present-day Central Texas counties could
have fit into it.

For millions of years afterward, nature gradually filled
this trough, alternating with covering seas of water which

deposited sediments, and with periods of searing heat
which solidified the sediments. During these alternating
periods, the inner earth, seething with mega-tempera-
tures, propelled masses of molten granite upward with
such force that these fiery "plugs” penetrated the trough's
floor and towered into the solidifying mass. Later these
plugs, some as much as 10 miles wide, hardened.

Intervals of severe upwarpings and foldings saw other
molten entrusions fill the resulting openings. These fiery
intrusions contained a myriad combination of organic
particles which, when subjected to heat-induced compres-
sion, produced certain varieties of the elements known
today as minerals. Various combinations of these minerals
created, in turn, the different granites and the other seem-
ingly endless variety of rocks for which Llano County is
famous.

In addition, the exciting discovery of delicate ice crys-
tal impressions, excellently preserved, reveals that low
temperatures invaded the area some 550 million years ago.
This caused severe contractions which formed great fis-
sures. Into these, the bowels of the erratic earth flung more
molten rock, creating some of the beautiful wedges of
multi-colored strata seen throughout the uplift. After this
one bout with cold the area resumed its former growth
pattern, a pattern which eventually pushed the uplift
skyward an incredible 10,000 feet before erosion reduced it
to its present level of 1,000 feet.

BED & BREAKFAST
Cozy, romantic and
_ intimate guest
rooms.
, [ ,
Scrumptious,
1 (2 L R TERTT8L \= 1k lingering breakfasts.
‘““‘éf "‘f' Delightful chats
sl relaxing on the front
porch.
4 ' % it 3 Y = 7 sl s A variety of
e g - fabulous excursions!
I 207 EAST MAIN e LLANO, TEXAS 78643 » 915-247-5183
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Erosion, in the form of water and wind, shaped this
celebrated upliftin alternating periods. But it was not until
a relatively recent five million years ago that the unim-
peded erosionrequired to sculpt theareca as weseeit today,
began. This uninterrupted erosion is still at work, though
so slowly that we cannot always perceive its activity.

The erosion by water which helped create the Llano
Basin within the upliftisattributed primarily to the numer-
ous springs of the Edwards Plateau. This enormous lime-
stone tableland, bordering the uplift, contains some of the
greatest springs in the United States.

The largest of these, found at the edge of the plateau
along the Balcones Fault Line, along with other large
springs gushing from deep in the plateau's interior, have
carved great channels into the limestone. From there they
flow directly into the Llano Uplift. Among these large
springs are the famous Seven Hundred Springs of the
Upper Southern Llano Valley near Junction.

To envision how erosion shaped the basinin the uplift,
picture a mound of earth and stone 10,000 feet high cover-
ing 1.5 millions acres. Now envision a gigantic source of
water—a "water hose"-rushing forth near the top at the
rate of millions of gallons an hour. At the same time,
erosion is at work in the areas surrounding the mound.

The relentless pressure of the water carves pathways
through the mound which widen and deepen and create
even more openings. Some of these fork, only to converge
again. Earth is washed away from stones in the mound,

Llano County owes its fame primarily
to the fact that it is a repository for
one of the largest concentrations of
minerals in the nation. Since no
agency has ever conducted a complete
soil analysis of the county, no one
really knows how many different
minerals exist here besides the 240
reputedly already discovered.

exposing them to further erosion by wind whipping across
their vulnerable surfaces. (Some of the earth is left depos-
ited in crevices and between stones from which air-borne
and water-transported seeds will spring into life, creating
foliage.)

Because granite stones at the bottom of this mound are
not assoft asother stonesin areas surrounding the mound,
the dome is left higher in the air, while water and wind
erode the surrounding areas to a lower level. Some of the
stones higher in the mound are softer than those at the
bottom, and erode away. Thus, erosion-resistant stones at

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE

Farm Primitives
Antiques
Restorations
Custom Blacksmithing
210/997-3717

COC

L FREDERICKSBURG TEXAS P

RESERVATIONS:
1-800-997-0089

Guest accomodations in beautifully renovated and
appointed historic buildings.

Bill and Leigh Waller

LOWER CRABAPPLE ROAD * ROUTE 4 BOX 92
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624 « (210) 997-0088

HISTORIC TEXAS GUEST HOUSES

HILL COUNTRY

VETERINARY CLINIC

Laird W. Laurence, DVM

DOG BOARDING AVAILABLE

HIGHWAY 16 SOUTH
(Kerrville Hwy. / Across from Tivydale Road)
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624
P.O. BOX 1064 ¢ (210) 997-9576
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Adding to fhe importance of this
geological wonder, several
species of plants which the

Smithsonian Institute considers rare
and endangered grow on or near
the Rock's base. One of these, the

Basin Bellflower, a delicate, light

blue flower, is found only on granite
outcroppings of the Llano

region. Growing in profusion along
the lower slopes of the Rock, this is
the only site where the endangered
species is protected.

the bottom of the Llano Uplift have maintained an uplift,
while less resistant stones higher up have given way to
erosion by springs issuing from the Edwards Plateau.
Out of this shaping came forth a basin, its outer edges
reduced now to 1,000 feet. Rugged peaks and hills jut
upward throughout the basin, a jagged masterpiece of

landscape. Here and there, between these time-forged
peaks, streams carry water from the hollow caverns of the

Edwards Plateau.
The Llano River is one of the streams fed by these

plentiful springs. Of the 3,700 streams in Texas, thisriveris
noted for its scenic beauty and is considered among the
state's top 50 secondary streams of at least 50 miles in
length. Snaking its way through several Texas counties, the
ancient Llano courses through parts of the Llano Uplift for
100 miles before emptying into the Colorado River near the
eastern boundary of Llano County at Kingsland.

This scenic river leaves in its artistic wake sculptured
rock formations afire with color and texture from their
varied mineral content. Some of these minerals, such as
feldspar, mica and pyrite, sparkle in the sunlight, dazzling
the eye.

Llano County owes its fame primarily to the fact that it
is a repository for one of the largest concentrations of
mineralsin the nation. Since no agency has ever conducted
acomplete soil analysis of the county, no one really knows
how many different minerals exist here besides the 240
reputedly already discovered. But one fact is known: this
quantity, presumed to exist within an area of only 600,000
square acres, isunprecedented in Texas and possibly in the
entire world.

Some of these minerals are extremely rare. One of
these, llanite, is found no where else in the world but in
Llano County—and in only one, 14-mile long area here.

SEE HISTORIC LLANO, PAGE 46

| Antique Mall

ﬂ\

| ANTIQUES « COLLECTABLES e HANDCRAFTS

TO BURNET

832 FORD STREET ¢ LLANO'S HISTORIC TOWN SQUARE « LLAN O, TEXAS 78643

* ANTIQUES

* COLLECTABLES

e HANDCRAFTS

* UNIQUE GIFTS

* SPECIALTY ITEMS

915-247-3827

—
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HUNGRY HUNTER

R E S T A URANT

Welcome to the HUNGRY HUNTER RESTAURANT!
We take pride in the quality of our food and in our reasonable prices.

Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner our hot buffet includes salad bar, bread,
dessert and drink seven days a week.

Our steak prices are the best in the Hill Country.
We cut our own Ribeyes and Sirloins fresh everyday and cook them to your
specifications over an open flame.

All you can eat Catfish every Friday night, including salad bar and drink.

HOURS: 6AM - 10PM Monday - Saturday
6AM - 9PM Sunday

Liano, Texas
Land of Legend and Lure * Deer Capitol of Texas ¢ Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Jim and Doris Osburn, Owners

701 WEST YOUNG STREET = LLANO, TEXAS 78643 « (915) 247-4246
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l CHAPTER SEVEN FROM: THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF ENCHANTED ROCK

THE OPEN FRONTIER

FRIEDRICHBURG, TEXAS—THIS LITHOGRAPH BY HERMAN LUNGKWITZ IS ONE OF THE ARTIST'S BEST KNOWN WORKS.
ADVERTISEMENTS FOR THIS WORK APPEARED IN GERMAN-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS IN TEXAS DURING THE LATE 1850's.

MEUSEBACH'S TREATY WITH THE COMANCHE OPENED THE
FRONTIER TO SETTLEMENT. THE WESTWARD EXPANSION OF
TEXAS, COUNTY BY COUNTY, WAS PROTECTED BY A CHAIN OF

FORTS. THE TREATY ALLOWED SURVEYORS INTO THE THE AREA.

WITH ACCURATE MAPS THE LAND COULD BE NOT ONLY SETTLED

BUT ALSO CLAIMED BY DEED OF OWNERSHIP. WITH NEW SETTLE-

MENTS ENCHANTED ROCK BECAME MORE THAN A POINT ON A
MAP SURROUNDED BY MYSTERY AND LEGEND.

IRA KENNEDY
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German settlerarrived in Fredericksburgin 1851
who would, in his own way, leave his mark on
the history of Enchanted Rock. Anaccomplished
landscape painter trained in Dresden, Hermann

Lungkwitz was the first artist to capture on canvas the
mood and mystery of this legendary landmark. In his
romantic style the artist greatly exaggerated the contours
of Enchanted Rock in order to capture the spiritual nature
of his subject.

His first landscape of Enchanted Rock was completed
in 1866, but he was to return to the site many times. Ina
letter to a friend he wrote of one of his painting expeditions
in 1888: "I found and painted a few charming views of
Enchanted Rock and the neighboring mountain ridges
from my position on a very precipitous peak called the
Rauhenkopf. To reach my point of observation, I had to
hike one and a half miles every day through mesquite
brush and over rocky ground without any path. Regret-
fully I was unable to walk a further mile for a full view of
the Wachtenauer [Watch Mountain] and Kullhead [Bull-
head] Mountains, so I concluded my studies here for this
time, also, because I could not find any lodging near these
imposing mountains.

"Within the radius of six miles, one cannot find any
human habitation—one can only camp out... I lived very
simply here, spent every day in the good, very dry air and
was in very good health, so that I could easily carry my
twenty pounds of paraphernalia up the steep mountain.
Then I painted very diligently from early morning until
sundown. After returning to my lodging, I would fall into
a deep, sound sleep, only to wake up before dawn, fully
refreshed—and so day after day!"

Lungkwitz painted at least six landscapes of Enchanted
Rock between the 1850s and the 1880s. Over the years he
created numerous works of the Hill Country including
scenesof New Braunfels, Sisterdale, Fredericksburg, Mount
Bonnell, San Antonio, West Cave, Hamilton Pool, and
Marble Falls. In all of his paintings Lungkwitz managed
tocapturein meticulousdetail and faithful color the beauty
and brilliance of the natural environment. Of particular
note are Lungkwitz's large pencil drawings executed in
lines so sharp they have a quality found in the finest of
etchings.

Lungkwitz was not alone in his artistic endeavors. His
brother-in-law, Richard Petri, came to Texas at the same
time and settled in Fredericksburg. Unlike the landscape
painter Lungkwitz, Petri painted numerous portraits and
scenes of pioneer life in their new homeland. Petri's
paintings of the Comanche and Lipan Indians which fre-
quented Fredericksburg have been of particular interest to
researchers.

Petri died in 1857, at the age of thirty-three, from
accidental drowningin the Pedernales River. Thelegacy of
paintings he and Lungkwitz left behind are remarkable
both in their historic and artistic value.

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE

| FOUND AND
PAINTED A FEW
CHARMING VIEWS
OF ENCHANTED
ROCK AND THE
NEIGHBORING
MOUNTAIN
RIDGES FROM MY
POSITION ON A
VERY PRECIPITOUS
PEAK CALLED THE
RAUENKOPF. TO
REACH MY POINT
OF OBSERVATION,
| HAD TO HIKE
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MILES EVERY DAY
THROUGH
MESQUITE BRUSH
AND OVER ROCKY
GROUND
WITHOUT ANY
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For an exciting taste experience in an
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from around the world. Foaming cappuccino,
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soda fountain.

TRY OUR COWHILL EXPRESS FROZEN CAPPUCCINO

Listed in the National Register of Historic
Places as an authentic example of early Texas
architecture. Located in the historical 1905
Lauterstein Building.

GIFTS * CRAFTS ¢ OLD FASHIONED SODA
FOUNTAIN TREATS * SOUPS * SANDWICHES
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WELCOME TO LLANO
WHERE THE PAST LIVES TODAY
826 FORD STREET * LLANO, TEXAS 78643 + (915) 247-4902
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Around 1847, the Texas Rangers established a camp
fourteen miles north of Fredericksburg in the immediate
vicinity of Enchanted Rock, under the leadership of Cap-
tain Samuel Highsmith. In Recollections of Early Texas:
Memoirs of John Holland Jenkins, the author, a member of the
Highsmith company, wrote that Enchanted Rock was "a
very remarkable freak of nature, being solid granite and
coveringanareaof sixhundred and forty acresof land." He
went on to describe the landmark. "It is studded here and
there with a kind of glittering material that resembles
diamonds."

THE GOLD RUSH OF 1849

Discovery of gold in California in 1849 precipitated a
rush of emigrants seeking their fortunes. Fredericksburg
became the last supply stop for the forty-niners until they
reached Hueco Tanks located near El Paso. A member of
one of the wagon trains, C. C. Cox, was assigned to hunt
game for the group. Upon reaching Enchanted Rock,
though not mentioning it by name, he said it was a granite
hill some "two hundred feet high." Cox noticed a hollow
sound beneath the granite caused by his horse's hooves.
"The surface of the mound had the appearance of petrified
sand," and Cox attempted to break through into what the

-
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ABBY'S MEXICAN FOOD

SERVING FINE MEXICAN FOOD AT THE SAME LOCATION FOR 22 YEARS SINCE: 1973

' "We know of no other combination of authentic food and mobile-homespun
atmosphere that so perfectly captures the spirit of Tex-Mex roadfood."

ACCLAIMED FOR OUTSTANDING FOOD IN:

* TEXAS MONTHLY ¢ ROADFOOD GUIDE
* DETROIT FREE PRESS ¢ SOUTHERN LIVING » TEXAS RESTAURANT GUIDE
* DALLAS COWBOY'S WEEKLY

CHICKEN FAJITA NIGHT
Tuesday & Thursday

Our Tasty and Delightful homemade Mexican Food has a quality that is sure to please everyone.

\

- ROADFOOD GUIDE

LUNCH SPECIALS - $3.95
Tuesday thru Friday - Includes entree,
chips & salsa, tea or coffee and dessert.

DINNER 5PM - SPM TUESDAY-SATURDAY

HOURS: LUNCH 11AM - 2PM TUESDAY-SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

\__1208 BESSEMER (HIGHWAY 16 NORTH) ¢ LLANO, TEXAS 78643 « (915) 247-5318 )
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imagined would be a large cavern beneath. He finally
abandoned the task once herealized there was no cave, but
only a small hollow near the surface.

elastrecorded conflictbetweenIndiansand whites

in the Hill Country occurred in 1873. Knownas the

Fighton Packsaddle Mountain, it was precipitated

when a cow on the Moss ranch (in what is now
Llano County) came into the ranch house with an arrow
sticking outof its side. A party of eight ranchers, including
W. B. Moss and his two brothers, was raised to pursue the
Indians. They found approximately twenty-one Indians
encamped on Packsaddle Mountain. In the ensuing fight
at least three Indians, probably Apache, were killed and
three of the ranchers wounded. So closed the last account
of Indian warfare in the region.

With the lands surveyed, and settlements springing all
along the frontier, the Indian tribes were rapidly becoming
a relic of the past. As the twentieth century approached
Enchanted Rock was becoming a recreational destination.
The Moss family is central to the closing chapter of the old
ways and the opening of the new.

In 1886, Enchanted Rock was purchased by John R.
Moss, who sold it in less than a year to J. D. Slator, and C.
T. and A. F. Moss. In 1896 the Moss family bought out
Slator's interest, which was inherited by Tate Moss in 1927.

Although ownership of Enchanted Rock changed hands
frequently, a constant throughout the twentieth century
has been its use as parkland. At the outset of this century
Enchanted Rock was frequently open to the public for
picnics, dances, parties, and numerous other events, in-
cluding religious service held on its summit by the Rever-
end Dan Moore.

Enchanted Rock officially opened to the general public
as a privately operated park on June 22, 1927. The event
was celebrated by thousands of visitors, including Gover-
nor Dan Moody, who dedicated Enchanted Rock as "Texas
most wonderful summerresort." The highlight of the day,
however, occurred when a celebrant named Bradshaw
drove his brand new Pontiac to the summit.

Albert Faltin purchased Enchanted Rock in 1946, sell-
ing an undivided half-interest to Charles H. Moss the
following year. For decades afterward the Moss family
continued the tradition of operating Enchanted Rock as a
private park. Finally, in 1978 they decided to sell the place
and deverse offers came in—from granite quarry opera-
tions to one Dallas developer who planned to build some
high-dollar townhouses. It is to the everlasting credit of
Charles and Ruth Moss that they decided to reject those
offers in favor of an offer from the Nature Conservancy
who held title for Enchanted Rock until the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department could allocate funds to purchase
the tract a month later.

So it was that this ancient sacred landmark became one
of the state's most remarkable natural treasures, attracting
over 250,000 visitors annually.

)
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GEOLOGY JIM CHUDE

DO OTHER ENCHANTED ROCKS EXIST?

GRANITE MOUNTAIN
IN MARBLE FALLS.
THIS BATHOLITH HAS
BEEN A GRANITE
QUARRY SINCE THE
1850's WHEN PRISON
LABOR WAS USED TO
PROVIDE THE BUILDING
MATERIALS FOR THE
TEXAS STATE CAPITAL.
PHOTO: IRA KENNEDY

ave you ever wondered about this simple
question? Of course, there is only one En-
chanted Rock here in Texas, but there are
many granite outcrops and small domes in
what the geologists call the Central Mineral region
which encompasses Llano County and parts of the
surrounding counties. Granite Mountain near Marble
Falls is a good example. There are also a few other
geological oddities in the area. If you came to En-
chanted Rock via Fredericksburg on FM 965, you
passed right by one of them.
Three miles north of Fredericksburg is a granite
knob called Bear Mountain, which is presently being
quarried for its world-famous deep red granite. What

STICKS & STONES

ROCK SHOP

WE HAVE TOP QUALITY LOCAL AND WORLDWIDE

MINERALS, FOSSILS & UNIQUE GIFTS OF NATURE

YES, WE HAVE LLANITE
HOURS 10-5:30 TUES.-SAT.CLOSED SUN. & MON.

JIM CHUDE, GEOLOGIST 210/997-1955
413 E. MAIN FREDERICKSBURG, TX 78624
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is so odd, is that the nearest granite outcrop is over
twelve miles away at Enchanted Rock. The red gran-
ite is age-dated at approximately one billion years
and completely surrounded by eighty million year
old Cretaceous sediments. So, like Enchanted Rock,
Bear Mountain too was once an island surrounded by
Cretaceous seas. It probably had pterodactyls land-
ing on its summit and dinosaurs sunning among its
boulders.

According to the Hill Country Underground
Water Water District in Fredericksburg, the
town of Stonewall sits directly on a granite
dome, The "summit" of the dome i3 below
the Rodeo arena—about sixty feet down.

Are there other oddities in the area? Indeed there
are! According to the Hill Country Underground
Water District in Fredericksburg the town of Stone-
wall sits directly on a granite dome. The "summit" of
the dome is below the rodeo arena—about 60 feet
down. Thisis one reason why the water wells within
the townsite produce little or no water.

There is another buried granite dome two miles
northwest of Fredericksburg, an another approxi-
mately four and one-half miles north of the city near
Achtzen Road and FM 965.

The next question you may ask is "How long will



we have to wait before we can enjoy the spectacle of
these granite domes?" Don't hold your breath. Even
if we assume a liberal estimate of six inches of erosion
per one hundred years, that would still mean a wait
of twelve thousand years before granite might be
exposed on the surface in Stonewall.

Until then, Enchanted Rock will have a monopoly
on all the beautiful scenery, hiking trails, land camp-
ing spots in such a unique setting in Texas. So let's
enjoy it NOW!

HOT ROCKS
IN LAKE BUCHANAN

geologist, William E. Hidden, was do-
A ing mineralogical research in 1905 on
Baringer Hill, an ore deposit in Llano
County. He stated that in mining ore of the

TOWNE SQUARE
CRAFT EMPORIUM

DMC Threads, various Craft Design Books,
Leaflets and much more.

Handmade crafts from all over the
United States.
e Porcelain Dolls
* Pegasus Cottage Crafts
* Framed Poetry
e Jewelry

Consignments Welcome

largest pockets of rare earth metal minerals, the Rental Space Available
faces and hands of himself and his assistant
were affected as if by sunburn. We now know HOURS:

that some of these minerals are highly radioac-
tive. Such are the hazards of scientific research.
Baringer Hill Mine is now covered by the waters
of Lake Buchanan. —JIM CHUDE

Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 5PM
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NEXT TO BAKERY

rabapple (_rossing
- HC 9, BOX 39, LLANO, TX 78643 (B COUNTRY STORE_
915/247-4260 . AND CRABAPPLE CROSSING RV & CAMPSITES

TREAT YOURSELF!

ELAX .IN THE SHADE ON
OUR SCENIC COUNTRY

\%.
0
v/

AN
YES! WE HAVE...

BARBECUE FILM ICE (8 LB BAG
$1.25) HOMEMADE BEEF & TUR-
KEY JERKY COLD DRINKS CHIPS

PORCH, OR OUR AIR CONDI-
TIONED DINING AREA, AND
ENJOY OUR HOMEMADE
BARBECUE AND A REFRESH-
ING COLD DRINK.

BBQ DELIVERY TO PARK FOR
GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE. CALL 3-7
DAYS IN ADVANCE.

RV CAMPING FACIUTIES. ELECTRIC
& WATER HOOKUPS, PLUS REST-
ROOMS AND HOT SHOWERS.

ONLY 4 MILES FROM PARK ENTRANCE

DIPS ICE CREAM SOUVENIERS
v GAS & OIL COLEMAN FUEL &
MANTELS STERNO PROPANE
BOTTLES COLEMAN STOVE
PARTS CHARCOAL & STARTER
CLIMBING CHALK TAPE FLASH-
LIGHTS & BATTERIESTENT STAKES
DIAPERS ASPIRIN SOAP T-SHIRTS
CAPSPICNIC PAPER PRODUCTS
CANNED FOOD CAN OPENERS
CANDY & MUCH MORE

T e O e D

SHADED CREEK-SIDE TENT

B CAMPING FACILITIES WITH PIC-
< NIC TABLES, AND FIRERINGS.

CALL FOR OVERNIGHT RESERVATIONS

FEBRUARY/MARCH 1985

17




STARSCAPES

CHRIS ALTON

CALENDAR IN THE SKY

ince we reside north of the Tropic of Cancer, 23

and 1/2 degrees north latitude, the 2nd of Feb-

ruary is a significant day for all of us who have

grown weary of Winter. It marks the point half-

way between the Winter Solstice and the Vernal Equinox.
Anglo/Germanic culture calls this Groundhog Day.

The story goes that if the little critter sees his shadow

we have six more weeks of winter, and if he doesn't see

cresent in the evening sky after sunset. With the aid of a
telescope, this experience can be very rewarding.

I highly recommend that you purchase Antonin Rukl's
Atlas of the Moon, Kalmbach Publishing Co., Waukesha,
Wisconsin, which also publishes Astronomy Magazine. This
book is a complete reference on the moon and includes
detailed maps.

Now we just need to work on a name for our moon. Out

his shadow we have an early spring.
Anyway, the importnat point is that
this is a form of sun-watching.

Ancient cultures were very in-
terested in predicting the mid-point
between the beginning of Winterand
of Spring for agricultural and cer-
emonial reasons.

Frank Cushing, the flamboyant
ethnologist with the Smithsonian
Institute’s Bureau of American Eth-
nology, lived in Zuni Pueblo for five
years in the 1890s. During his long
stay with the Zuni he was honored
by being madea memberof the tribe,
and even inducted into the order of
the Priesthood of the Bow, which
allowed him to observe and record
Zuni ceremonies. This included the
observations which the sun priest
made in order to keep a calendar.

N of the eight planets in our solar system
= | with their own moon, our moon is the
only one that has not received eithera
name or a numerical designation. I
know there is bound to be many desig-
nations better for our natural satelite
than just the generic "moon."

As a matter of fact, a friend of mine
was out "surfing" the Internet and saw
a list of names for our moon, but as of
yet they are not in my possession, and
they remain unknown to me. So if you
have some thoughts on this subject,
drop them into my voice mail box at
512-756-5500. Maybe we can come up
with a more poetic designation.

FOLLOW THAT STAR
The planet Mars is still making quite

a spectacle of itself. Well-placed in the
evening sky for February and March,

One of the most critical days on the ~
calendar was that day in February when the shadows of
a natural feature on Corn Mountainand the pillar of the
gardens of Zuni lay along the same trail. This indicated
it was time to prepare the fields for planting.

The Zuni no longer employ a sun priest, and, like
most of us, rely upon multi-national corporate farmers to
produce our agricultural products.

I'have an informal but highly personal ritual for sun-
watching, and recommend that you develop such a
routine observation, too. The Vernal Equinox, or firstday
of Spring, occurs at approximately 8 p.m. on March 20.
Observe and celebrate its arrival.

NAME THAT MOON

What about sister moon during February and March?
Februaryisan odd month,inasmuchasit containsno new
phase of the moon. New moon occurs on January 31,
March 1 and March 31, and the moon is at full phase on
February 15 and March 17. 11love to observe the moon a
couple of days after new phase, when itappears asa thin

18 ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE

our solar system neighbor is relatively
close and large. Small optics can reveal some surface detail,
but larger telescopes will reveal much more. Venus and
Jupiter shine brightly at dawn, but Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune will wait awhile to show off.

Have you been tracking the progress that the constella-
tion Orion has been making since Fall? Since this constella-
tion lies on the "celestial equator,” Orion's behavior makes
an interesting study of how star patterns—or constellations-
-seem to "rise" progressively earlier each evening. In the
early fall, Orion "rises" above the eastern horizon at mid-
night, but now it is well above the eastzrn horizon after
sunset. This progressively earlier "rising" will continue on
into Spring,.

The Big Dipper—or Ursa Major, the Great Bear—seems to
revolve around the Pole Star as the year progresses. The
stars Dubhe (The Bear) and Merak (The Lion) are known as
the pointers, as a line taken through them points at the Pole
Star Polaris. The Navajo refer to the grouping of stars we call
Ursa Major as Revolving Male.

Revolving Male is one of the calendrical star groups the



Navajo used to indicate the season. When he slants down
to the east it is Winter; when he is overhead it is Spring.
When he is parallel to the western horizon in the early

DUTCHMAN'S MARKET, INC.

evening it is time to plant. * MEATS - FRESH and SMOKED
Don't use him as an indicator to plant crops here in * CHEESES
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What about meteors? February and March are notably ames rump o/ @&
mas Mountains near Terlingua, Texas. I didn't believe
Venus at its brightest. The ancient Greeks called them

The famous sickle shape of stars forms the lion's head and By e——. « Sorgum Pecan

mane. Regulus, a bright yellow star, lies at the base of the * Natural Raw Honey
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brightness), Regulus has been frequently associated in an-

cient cultures with the concept of royal power. Regulus is

given to the star by Copernicus. A right triangle of stars CLIM BlNG

forms the posterior of the lion. Denebola, which designates

the lion's tail, is the brightest star of this group. INSTRU CTION

on late winter evenings and stays with us until early sum-

mer. It contains many galaxies that are the frequent target

lacking any major showers. The big show for meteors is in %?/4 ~

July and August. Although the brightest meteorThaveever 512-448-4264 iy ¢

seen was in early November on my ranch in the Christ- :

that it was part of a known shower and therefore is

termed "sporadic." It was brighter than the planet

Bolides, which means "thrown spear."” This was quite a

spear, which culminated in a fiery fragmented explosion

at the end of its travel through the earth's atmosphere. e TV Accessories
The moral of that story is that on any clear, dark e CB Radi
night away from man-made light you can see some OS
meteors. If youwant toread further on meteor showers, e All Your Electronic Needs
I suggest a book by that title by Gary W. Kronk.
Remember, the sky is just outside every night, so go JOE E. WILLIAMS, Owner
out and behold the spectacle. (512) 997-8082
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ON THE ROCKS

GAIL MCCLANAHAN BILLINGS

A DAY OF

ADVENTURE CLIMBING AT
ENCHANTED ROCK

20

dventure climbing at En-
chanted Rock has always
been an exciting experi-
ence. Many routes remain
in the bold style by which
they were first climbed. Bolts in
slabs were drilled on lead and placed
farapart. Cracksarestill led on natu-
ral gear which is removed after the
climbers are finished. Many of the
earlier routes were pioneered using
the climbing styles found in the
mountains. Rock climbing comes
from techniques used by mountain-
eers to climb the steep rock faces
and cracks to reach the top of a
mountain. Cracks were considered
the gateway to the mountains.
Although Enchanted Rock does
not have the towering walls or the
long continuous crack systems
found in the multi-pitch routes of
the high mountains, the style of tra-
ditional and adventure climbing
prevails throughout the park. One
can feel the solitude and wildness
of theland plus experience the drive
and satisfaction that climbing ad-
venturers have to search out un-
known routes on the rock.
Typically a climbing da: tarts
out early because of the longe: time
commitment to hike out to the vari-

ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE

BARRY WILSON LEADING OVER THE CHALLENGING SECTION ON MIDDLE
CRACK IN THE TRIPLE CRACKS AREA. PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR.



ous rock locations and get set up to climb. Both
partners are loaded down with ropes, metal climbing
gear, water, food for the day and extra clothing. Being
prepared for a change in the weather or the strong
sunshine is part of it.

I spent a beautiful December day climbing with
my long term friend and experienced wilderness
climber, Barry Wilson. We met at 8:00 a.m. at the
ranger's station to formulate our plans. It was sprink-
ling rain so we opted to visit the Fredericksburg
bakery to give the weather time to clear. After a
round of coffee and delicious German pastries we
returned to the park full of energy to attack the strenu-
ous crack climbs.

We decided on the Triple Crack area because of
the excellent grouping of lengthy, quality cracks.
Located in a large secluded granite sanctuary, these
three cracks are some of the most classic and beauti-

The first part of the route has a steep
awkward lie-back that spits many new
leaders off the rock.

You have to push with your feet

and pull with your hands in a seemly
unnatural manner to gain a good

stance above this large rock lip.

ful routes of their grade found in the park. They are
much like the cracks found in the mountains except
that they only go up about 100 feet instead of the
hundreds of feet of continual climbing that you expe-
rience on taller multi-pitch rock.

We started on the classic favorite named Owl Crack
with its steep hand and toe jams. This double crack
system is found in an obvious rock dihedral to the far

HOFFPAUIR-

SHRADER

_ CHEVROLET ¢ GEO » BUICK » OLDSMOBILE

BEST PRICES IN
L

Home of the $55.00 Down Payment
(Plus TT and L)

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS

BURNET « 756-2777  MARBLE FALLS « 693-2777

ACROSS FROM WAL-MART
HWY 281 NORTH IN MARBLE FALLS

ACROSS FROM THE AIRPORT
HWY 281 SOUTH IN BURNET

right of the Triple Crack area. Great care should be
taken as you begin this climb because rare subtropi-
cal ferns grow at the base of the rock. AsBarry began
to lead the route he systematically jammed his hand
and toes into the space in the crack between the rock
and torqued them in a manner to anchor hisarms and
legs into the crack long enough to work his way up
the route. It sounds messy and hard but it is really
beautiful and compelling. Along with the pain comes

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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WE BAKE OUR OWN BREAD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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VISITING CLIMBERS FROM NORTH CAROLINA TOP ROPING GRASS
CRACK IN THE TRIPLE CRACKS AREA. PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR

reinforced determination to conquer the climb.

After making the exciting moves over the rock
roof and climbing on the thin flakes to the top of the
route, Barry found himself over 100 feet off the
ground. Part of the reward is to sit in the rock alcove
of the belay and look out over the beautiful granite
landscape. At that point, the wonder and beauty of
Enchanted Rock fills your soul.

My job was to climb up as the second person
removing the natural protection pieces that Barry
had placed as the leader and leaving the route clean
of climbing gear. Next I was expected to continue to
climb past Barry while still tied into the rope and on
belay to the rappel anchors located to the far left. As
Imade my way traversing left across the rock I thought



how awful it would be to make a mistake and fall
causing a long pendulum swing against the rough
granite crystals.

The second route we climbed is called Middle
Crack which is between Owl land Becky's Crack.
The first person to discover a new route and climb it
successfully can name the route since they did the

Leading this route can
throw the climber off
balance and cause the
leader to fall because of its
awkward nature.

firstascent. Middle Crack is the obvious crack in the
center of the three cracks. The first part of the route
has a steep awkward lie-back that splits many new
leaders off the rock. You have to push with your feet
and pull with your hands in a seemly unnatural
manner to gain a good stance above this large rock
lip. Barry remembered how easy it was to fall at this
critical point. Of course, thirteen years of climbing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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colony of between 12 and 30 eagles spend

the cold months fishing, hunting and keeping

eagle eyes from upon the cathedral cliffs where

they seek sanctuary. Today the Colorado's wa-

ters are impeded by a chain of dams, that form

the Highland Lakes. Running upstream from Longhorn

Dam in East Austin to the wild and remote headwaters of

Lake Buchanan some miles below the community of Bend.

Bald eagles have been viewed fishing occasionally

throughout this regionand have even beenreported across

from the office buildings on Lake Austin, next to Tom
Miller dam.

Although eagles have always called the Colorado coun-
try home, there was a short period of one hundred and fifty
or so years when the eagles took on the added burden of
serving as targets. Rifles and shotguns boomed and traps
boredown on eagle flesh. Ranchers and lake people's guns
cleared the skies of eagles over where sheep and goats
roam.

LAKE BUCE
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Back in the fifties, around Tow, ranchers and lake
people recognized several breeds of eagles. All were
considered marauders and were shot on sight. First recog-
nized was the American Eagle with the white head and tail,
huge golden beak and golden naked feet and dark body;
secondly they recognized the Mexican Eagle. Slightly
larger, with mottled plumage of browns, a darker beak,
and naked feet. Then, some say, there was the Black Eagle.
Darker than either of the other two, but just as big.

Today bird folks still report the three types of eagles,
but they are recognized as different stages of maturity of
the very same bird, the Bald Eagle. People observe these
eagles from vantage pointsaround Lake Buchanan or from
upon its waters. Eagles are seen from Stone Point to
Morgan Creek and on up to Garrett Island then to Willow
Slough and Cedar Point and still on up the narrowing lake
until it peters out.

Kayaks and canoes can drift down from the Colorado
Bend State Park through the heartand soul of eagle country

by
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FREEDOM'S WING, BY JAYNET BAYE. COLOR PRINTS [14'X10') ARE AVAILABLE AT THE HIGHLAND ARTS GUILD GALLERY, 318 NORTH MAIN, MARBLE FALLS. 210/693-7324.

where waters fall and winds blow and the land is most
ancient and alive.

he Vanishing Texas River Cruise carries eagle

watchers from their headquarters on Beaver

Creek to the mouth of Deer Creek, fifteen or

so miles upstream. The 65 foot long three level

Texas Eagle Il carries over 100 watchers at a go. The Texas

Eagle II plies the waters year around, but from November

to March they offer up eagles on a birder's silver platter.

Texans, whether recent arrivals or natives can view these

birdsin fully enclosed comfort below or wind-swepton the

top decks. The chance of seeing eagles during the peak
winter months approaches almost dead certainty.

The fact that bald eagles colonize Lake Buchanan in the
winterindicates a healthy environment. Bald eagle habitat
requires productive waters, a diverse ecosystem... a rem-
nant of a Vanishing Texas.

Weaving these eagles into the cultural fabric of Texas
has been an ongoing adventure with exhilarating mo-
ments coupled with times of despair. Until 1981 very few
people knew there were eagles haunting the region. Then

after two years of behind the scenes work, the Fredericks-
burg Radio Post ran a piece announcing a PM Magazine
episode on KTBC television in Austin featuring the eagle's
story. There was coverage in the Austin American States-
man, Austin Magazine, and the Highlander in Marble Falls.
In 1982 Ed Low and Shawn DeVaney started the Van-
ishing Texas River Cruise. swapped free trips up theriver
for press coverage of their operation. More writers and
photographers were drawn to the cruise. Austin's KVUE
24 dispatched SkyCam. Then, in the early winter of 1983,
a CBS News crew headed by International Correspondent
Martha Teischner produced a three-minute piece that ran
onthe CBSEvening News, with Dan Rather doing thelead-
in. That story ponged through the CBS News system: Late
Night, Early Morning, In the News on Saturday moming
for the kids. The piece evenranon American Airlines news
presentations on certain flights. Thenafter more and more
coverage people became shocked if you hadn't heard of the
eagles on Buchanan. _
The 1995 official mid-winter bald eagle count on Lake
Buchanan logged six immature eagles and three adults.
CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE.
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LAKE BUCHANAN EAGLES

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE.

This total of nine eagles registered a new low on the official
mid-winter census. Previously the counts have ranged
from 10 to 34. But, how many eagles winter on this the first
of thehighland lakes? Well, as the countsindicate, it varies.
Old eagle watchers in the area expected a count of 14
NEW FURNITURE & APPLIANCES for the '95 count, not nine. What happened? The only
grasping answer is that they were somewhere else on that

WE FINANCE, DELIVER & SERVICE day. The operators of the Vanishing Texas River Cruise
WHAT WE SELL. had been regularly seeing more and were disappointed.

NAME BRAND CARPET SALES & Maybe next winter it will be colder and the count higher.
INSTALLATION

_ . ng: " I have been participating in the official Lake Buchanan
Headquarters for the nghl and Lakes "Since 1936 mid-winter bald eagle count since 1984. And, I have been

. .BlWhi" @ ‘MJ dealing with and for the eagles since January 7, 1979,
z CHROMCRAFT The world continues to hear of these eagles. Talks have

sixteen years to the day before the 1995 official count.
DIXIE E\EKL%%%EE&‘ESEEE - been give to civic and school groups. In 1989 I traveled to
LA-ZBOY Mexico City and addressed over 500 people at the Maria

Isabel Sheraton Hotel. ThereIshared my latter day discov-
ery. The Mexican Eagle, as it is portrayed today on the

RIVERSIDE
official Seal of the Country is in fact our immature Bald

(91 5) 247‘4108 Eagle. Theranchersand the eagle shootersback on thelake

818 FORD * DOWNTOWN LLANO had beenright... only it was the same eagle. Through more

=\

Llano's Dabbs Railroad

el B Hotel has a story to tell
. E E E from every era.
| B - Dmaory R &l Reasonable rates,
. % | campsites and an I
award-winning breakfast.
Established in 1907
on the Llano River near
. Enchanted Rock. '

=

Clyde Barrow (of Bonnie & Clyde fame) standing
behind a new Ford V8 in front of the Barrow gang's DABBS RAILROAD HOTEL

favorite hide-away on the Llano River. 1930's 112 East Burnet » Llano, Texas 78643 ||
(Photo taken by Bonnie Parker) (91 5) 247-7905
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On the ground, in the valley of
Mexico, I learned that as lote as two
years before my visit a fully mature

; nS T ) oy Lydia Rose
bald eagle was sighted at the remr sy o O S098 e
. oK S "A Variety of Victori i
nants of Lake Texcoco only 50 min- sy ot Affordabie Flegemees
N Antiques, Collectibles
utes by car from one of the largestand [ ¥gm A oo Voo rpe
e N, . Goods & Stationary
. ‘ ey 4 "!
most polluted cities on earth LLWBID  Womens & Men's English Toiletries
I N from Wood's of Winsor, Plus a
i f oth ique toiletri
research I learned that the Aztec Legend of the establish- AR i) Evar;iet:; ° ;: l;n;que ° em_ﬁ
ment of Tenochtitlan, later Mexico City, about the vision PG SN, Endish Canddios o read Cooldes,
; . NS S glish Candies in Collectable Tins
ofaneagleonacactusonanisland onalake with a serpent S A e 8
inits beak was not merely a mystic vision. Ifeel the vision  RNGESANN(RPESE™ e wgoo%hﬁglgﬁi%‘iupﬂgsém
is based upon an absolute knowledge of the bird and its \ N\ ~ v s
environment. The original Aztecrenderingsleftnodoubt. WAL XBRA/SAN, 5 Many unusual &
On the ground, in the valley of Mexico, I learned that (55, . /S reprluctiomngifillems
as late as two years before my visit a fully mature bald (e (210) 997-8241
eagle was sighted at the remnants of Lake Texcoco only 50 (i SNAE. T Store Hours:
minutes by car from one of the largest and most polluted ~ ZNGINTAINES R Open Mgﬁ.‘g?;ga““day
cities on earth. I pray for the restoration of historic Lake ' e ' e

Texcoco—the very sight of the Aztec legend.

SEE LAKE BUCHANAN EAGLES, PAGE 44

LBOIERS
Old Ti==5

PIT BAReBeQUE |

TERRY WOOTAN

REAL ESTATE
"The Hill Country Ranch

Finders."
HOMIE OF THE BIG CHOP
Featured in: ° ROr:\CheS.

TEXAS MONTHLY  SOUTHERN LIVING e Residential

"Llano is the barbecue capitol of the world." e Commercial
"COOPERS is the best joint in town."
-TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE Terry WOOTGn T BrOker

DINE IN - TAKE OUT - CATERING 9] 5_247_57] 'l

(915) 247-5713 FAX 915-247-3052

Terry & Karen Wootan, Owners
604 WEST YOUNG (HWY. 29W) « LLANO, TEXAS 78643 506 WEST YOUNG ¢ LLANO, TEXAS 78643
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FALLS CREEK MEETS LAKE BUCHANAN.
PHOTO BY CHARLES TISCHLER

by Ira Kennedy

t Thunderbird Lodge on the northeast shore of
Lake Buchanan an intermittent procession of
headlightsinterrupted the starless predawndark
ness. Thick-clad figures emerged from cars and
vans. Huddled in small groups they wove introductions
and instructions into an ongoing commentary on the
bone-chilling weather.

They were gathering for the third annual Lake
Buchanan bald eagle winter count. There wasa TV crew,
writers, photographers and the eagle counters, all under
the cooperative leadership of the Highland Lakes Birding
Society, Vanishing Texas River Cruise and the Buchanan
Bass Busters.

I arrived with Robbie Locklier of Marble Falls at the
appointed time. We were well equipped with cameras,
film, and several layers of clothing. I had a hot thermos of
coffee, Robbie brought a package of cinnamon rolls. We
were ready.

Sgt. Roy Whitten, a Ranger for the Lower Colorado
River Authority, was our guide. Roy was an amiable ol'
boy who knew

well the lake and
his boat and
shared the excite-
ment of theevent.
We cast off and
followed two
other boats as the
sun tried to burn
anorange glow in
the eastern hori-
zon. At other
pointsaround the
lake more boats
were launched as
part of an effort
thatincluded over
40 dedicated
souls.

We were
headed up-lake
on the Colorado
River past Tow to
Lemmon's Camp
and back. The
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ride was ice-cold
from the beginning. We hunkered down for shelter
behind the windshield of the open boat as we gathered
s .
Suddenly, at the Willows near Council Creek we
spotted our first eagle perched in the uppermost branches
of a barren tree. Before we could get anywhere near the
bird it lit out over open water.



I'd been cold before but
nothing compared to that
return trip. It was a mad-
dash by desperate men
trying to reach shore
before blood froze in their
veins. The boat skipped,
or pounded, like a stone
across the icy lake.

I took advantage of the moment of stillness and poured
a half cup of coffee. A wave hit the hull and the brew
splashed out of the cup, ice cold. I tossed away what little
was left. I checked the cinnamon rolls—they were frozen.

We didn't have much time for snacks anyway. There
were eagles aplenty. By the time we were offshore from
greater Tow our boat had counted over six of the big birds.
Eagle expert Charles Tischler had predicted a high count
due to the hard winter further north which would push the
birds, notof common senseand comfort, south. To Tischler's
everlasting credit he was the first to bring public attention
to the bald eagles on Lake Buchanan. Heis an authority on
the birds, as well as one of the most ardent admirers.

Tischler's prediction was coming to pass. Last year
seven mature and 10 immature birds were recorded. We
had already seen more than I expected and we had yet to
reach their prime roosting habitat. This year's count was to
more than double last year's.

The immature bald eagles are a mottled brown. At
maturity they develop the distinctive white head and tail
feathers. A mature eagle is approximately three feet long
with a wingspan pushing seven feet.

As we passed the Falls we spotted five eagles circling
high in the distance. One, a mature bald eagle, climbed
skyward as its white plumage reflected the sunlight like a
signal mirror. I understood then, more clearly than ever
before, why the Indians selected this bird to carry their
prayers to the Creator. I also understood why, its preda-
tory reputation aside, this bird is our national symbol.
Among all God's critters, the bald eagle looks up to none.

Throughout the trip the eagles remained suspicious,
cautious and aloof. Faintly at first, above the next bend,
five more soaring eagles were spotted. As we neared
Lemmon's Camp our count had already exceeded last
year's. Ahead, the two lead boats sat till in the water, their
occupants pointing excitedly toward the summit of the
western shoreline.

"Look," someone from another boat shouted, "up there!"

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE.

CLOTHING FROM FRONTIER TEXAS AND THE AMERICAN WEST
342 W. MAIN STREET, FREDERICKSBURG, TX 78624 PHONK (2109973213

@

Remember Me.

ANTIQUES & OTHER WHIMSEYS
CREATORS OF “PRAIRIE" SANTAS

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 9:30 - 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 10 AM - 5 PM

UPTOWN: 330 WEST MAIN

FREDERICKSBURG, TX 786624 210/997-6932

HORSE
TRADERS

. THREE
(R

BUY, SELL, TRADE
PRIMITIVES - WESTERN DECOR - COLLECTIBLES
BARN WOOD - FURNITURE - SKULLS - HORNS
ARTIFACTS - SOUTHWESTERN ARTISTS - METAL ART

609 West Main, Fredericksburg, TX 78624
R.L. (Buster) Beseda (210) 997-6499

_

KELLER EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Complete RV Supplies: Sales

RV-Automotive-Trucks: Service & Repair
Tires: Sales, Service & Repair

ROAD SERVICE AVAILABLE
(210) 997-2118 (210) 997-9303 (nights)

1122 SH 16 South (Kerrville Hwy.)
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
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TEXAS REBEL
RADIO
KFAN FM 107.9

YOU'LL LOVEIT |!

Oma's Haué tr GartenT

Couniry Siore

Compoet
Health Foodse
Organic Produce
Greenhouse Plante
Wildflower Seeds

Judy F. Starks 2 MI. West of Stonewall on 290
Route 1, Box 189, Fredericksburg, TX 78624 210/M4-550ﬂ),}

Magnolia House

BED AND BREAKFAST 4
WITH SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY

El::“gant, traditional Bed & Breakfast. Six guest rooms, each
ique and warmly decorated. Two suites with fireplaces.
A historic home; we're famous for our full southern breakfast.
No smoking inside the house.

Your Hosts, Joyce & Patrick Kennard

210/997-0306

101 East Hackberry, Fredericksburg, TX 78624
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Again we hunkered down
low in the boat away from
the wind. I poked my head
up once for some
unimaginable reason.

At that moment the wind
seemed to change from a
gaseous to a solid state

as it hit me full-face.

[ was too stiff to shiver.

We counted 10in a stand of barren trees along the ridge
line. That brought our count to 30.

The official count was being kept by others under the
supervision of the Highland Lakes Birding Society. Those
boats maintained sufficient speed to virtually eliminate the
possibility of duplicate sightings by a single boat. Times,
locations and flight directions of each sighting were
mapped. These statistics helped, too, to eliminate dupli-
cate sightings between sectors.

We arrived at the northern boundary of the count as
the other boats turned and headed back, jubilant, to report
their sightings. We continued upstream. After a few
hundred yards we were nearly upon another immature
eagle before it drew our attention. We went still further
upstream, saw nothing and agreed to turn back.

I'd been cold before but nothing compared to that
return trip. It was a mad-dash by desperate men trying to
reach shore before blood froze in their veins. The boat
skipped, or pounded, likea stone across theicy lake. Again
we hunkered down low in the boat away from the wind. I
poked my head up once for some unimaginable reason. At
that moment the wind seemed to change froma gaseous to
a solid state as it hit me full-face. I was too stiff to shiver.

After what seemed like two eternities we were on
shore stomping circulation back into our feet. In the car
Robbie and I turned the heater up full-blast and headed to
the communal breakfast at Buchanan Dam.

Inside the LCRA administrative building a warm fire-
place crackled; the conversations were loud and exuber-
ant. The crowd was diverse—from teenagers to retired
folks. Susan Steward, a biology teacher from Burnet High
School was there with seven of her students. Three of them
BHS juniors Wendy Sanefer, B.]. Hartsell and Chana Jones,
were second-year veterans of the winter count.

"Last year we didn't see any eagles," B.]. said. "This
year we saw one thatcome so close you could almost touch
it."

Sandyland Catering had prepared breakfast tacos, hot
coffee and soft cinnamon rolls. Standing in the foodline, I



PHOTOGRAPHERS AT THE READY, AND WAITING, FOR THE COVETED
EAGLE PHOTOS. PHOTO, CHARLES TISCHLER.

Sandyland Catering had prepared breakfast tacos, hot
coffee and soft cinnamon rolls. Standing in the foodline, I
saw the steaming tortillas and asked for some to stuff in
my boots, wrap around my toes, etc. I was almost taken
seriously.

At breakfast I sat across from Keith Ackley, one of the
Highland Lakes most avid birders. We talked about the
eagles and the hundreds of other birds we spotted. There
were over a dozen species including the Western Grebe.
Coincidentally, this is the first winter the Grebe has been
spotted in the Highland Lakes. Its traditional wintering
habitat is the northwestern Pacific Coast.

Breakfast was over as the count was officially com-
pleted. Arecord number of 35 eagles were spotted—seven

- mature and 28 immature. More than twice last year's
~ count.

The television camera lights came on and newspaper
reporters clustered around "news sources."

"It was very cold this morning, " Tischler said holding
forth to a group of reporters while adding new meaning
totheterm"understatement." "As weapproached,"Tischler
continued, "the eagles woke up and began circling. They
weren'tin the aggressive feeding mode movingacross the
lake actively hunting. They were very close to where they
spent the night..."

"So what's your reaction? What you think?" another
reporter asked Tischler.
"It's fantastic. Wonderful. Whoopie!"

THIS ARTICLE WAS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN THE HIGHLANDER NEWSPA-
PER, MARBLE FALLS, TEXAS. REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION.
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DRIVE THROUGH SERVICE

Open: 7:30AM - 9:00PM Monday-Friday
11:00AM - 8:00PM Saturday
CLOSED SUNDAY

Lance & Jackie Center - Owners/Operators
608 Bessemer (Hwy 16/71 North) * Llano, Texas 78643 * (915) 247-4660

Llano, Texas 78643
(915) 247-3714
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1104 Ford Street ¢ Llano, Texas 78643 ¢ (915) 247-3714
Home: (915) 622-4400 ¢ Cherokee, Texas 76832
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HAND—WOVEN RUGS

MADE FROM
HILL COUNTRY SHEEP'S WOOL

ustom made in any style and pattern.

All our rugs are hand woven on hand-

made looms in our workshop in Fredericks-

burg. Visit our 242 E. Main Street showroom
and look for our hand loom in the window.

Wallhangings Saddle Pads
Table linens from Austria
Lace Curtains from Germany
We also sell our own spun wool.

Rugs

HAAS HAND WEAVING

OPEN AGAIN 1ST OF MARCH: WED.-SAT. 10:30-5 P.M.
242 EAST MAIN STREET, FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS
78624 (210)997-3175 (800)533- 6981

BEMy GUEST

BED AND BREAKFAST LODGING SERVICES

roviding more than just accommodations—

a step back in time—town, country, ranches,
historical, stonebarn, cottage, farm house, creek,
ponds, river, hills, gardens, stars, fish, birds,
butterflies, wildlife, continental/full breakfast—
matching guests to accommodations since 1982,

== HELEN K. TAYLOR (210) 997-7227 =2,
402 WEST MAIN, FREDERICKSBURG, TX 78624
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Colorado Bend

State Park

olorado Bend State Park is located in
Lampasas and San Saba Counties on the
Colorado River, about 10 miles above Lake

Buchanan, near the community of Bend.

Bend is north of Llano via State Highway 16 or west of
Lampasas via U.S. Highway 183/190. Paved access to
Bend via R.R.s 501, 580 or 581. From Bend there approxi-
mately 4 miles of unpaved road to the park entrance.

Wild Cave Tours

Every Saturday and Sunday. Discover what speleologists
(cavers) experience while exploring the underground
world. The crawling tour takes you through several rela-
tively small and progressively more difficult caves. The
walking tour takes you to Gorman Cave. Wear old clothes,
substantial footwear (feet may get wet) and bring a flash-
light. Equipment suggested for crawling tours: strap-on
headlight, knee pads and elbow pads. Starts 9:15 a.m.
Saturdays and Sundays for Walking Tours and 1:30 p.m.
Saturdays for Crawling Tours, resource and weather per-
mitting, $8 per person for walking tour and $15 per person
for crawling tour, reservations required maximum 10
people per tour, guide E. Young of the Texas Speleological
Association, 915-628-3240.

Gorman Falls Tour

Every Saturday and Sunday. Caravan from park head-
quarters to the Gorman area of the park and then hike to
below the falls. From trail head, it's a one and one-half mile
round-trip over beautiful hill country terrain. Substantial
footwear with rubber soles is recommended. No pets al-
lowed on tour. Norestrooms or drinking water available in
Gorman Falls area. 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturdays and 10
a.m. on Sundays weather permitting, $2 per adult, $1 for
children 6 through 12 years old, under 6 years old free,
activity fee may apply and entrance fee for non-TCP hold-
ers, guides B. Paddie and ]. Taylor, 915-628-3240.

Wildlife Viewing

Wildlife viewing at baited area, predawn to noon or until
dusk if others not waiting to use the blinds, additional fee,
reservations available but not required, limited number of
blinds make it necessary to only accept reservations in
person at park headquarters. $2 per person activity fee.
With Conservation Passport only.




Longhorn Cavern State Park

With each current Conservation Passport you can pur-
chase a Longhorn Cavern tour ticket for $5, discounted
from the regular $6.50 price. For children age five through
twelve, the ticket price is $4 and children age four and
under are free. Call 512-756-6776 for recorded information
on times and tours.

Texas Conservation Passport

The material in this article was reprinted with permission
from the Texas Conservation Passport Journal. The Texas
Conservation Passport Journal is published quarterly by
the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.

The Conservation Passport costs $25 each and give you
The Texas Passport Journal, with listings of adventures
and explorations, free entry to Texas State Parks, a one-
year discounted subscription rate to Texas Parks & Wild-
life magazine, and guided access to Wildlife Management
Areas and other undeveloped lands.

A Passport can be purchased at most state parks, Parks
and Wildlife offices, Whole Earth Provision Company
locations in Austin, Houston and Dallas and REIin Austin.
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BuUD, BUCK & CHARLES RAFTING THEIR WAY INTO THE HILL COUNTRY.
ILLUSTRATION BY BUCK BURKLE.

r I this issue introduces two new staff members, Buck
Burkle, Art Director, and Charles Tischler, Editor-
at-Large. Apart from the illustration above, Buck's

work (which you'll be seeing more of) can be seen on page

24 along with Charles's eaglestory. Buck'sdog, Bud, issure

to get an assignmentand a title if he keeps hanging around

during staff meetings. IK
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FREDERICKSBURG VISITORS

Eom our wooden floors
to our pressed metal ceilings,
we're truly an old-fashioned
variety store, offering service,
hospitality and atmosphere
just like when Grandma and
Grandpa were kids, but with a
large and varied stock of modern
items. For a special taste of "the
good old days," stop by and
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THE DPULCIABR E@ACTORY

We invite you to stop by our
store and factory to listen to
the beautiful sounds of these Dulci-
mers or watch how they are care-
fully built to last you a lifetime. Free
Factory Tours: 715 S. Washington:
512/997-6704. 10 am-4 pm Mon-Fri
Store: 155 E. Main: 512/997-2626
10am-5:30 pm, Mon-Sun.

Fredericksburg TX 78624

WRITE FOR YOUR CATALOG: $1.00
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Hill Country S
RY Park — e

1589 East Main (Hwy. 290) * Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
Next to Wal-Mart, close to everything in the area.

For Reservations & Information Call:
(210) 997-5365

41 SITES - ALL LEVEL PULL-THROUGHS
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FLOWERS

BT'S & GIFTS

118 Fort Mckavitt Box 12&
Mason, Texas 76856
(915) 347-5114

NORTH SIDE OF THE SQUARE

Bertha Templeton

(915)'347-6477 or in Texas 1-800-508-5101

OMA'S & OPA'S HAUS

BED & BREAKFAST

A beautiful, historic, double-story rock home built in the late 1890's.
Three guestrooms, TV sitting room, and a very nice large yard.

Write or Call for Reservations

Julia & Merton Pepper, Owners
P.O. Box 1158 « Mason, Texas 76856

BRIDGES | ANTIQUES &
HOUSE | CRAFTS

BED & BREAKFAST .
1884 Stone H Topaz, Crafts/ Antiques
tone House .
2 blocks North of South Side Square
Courthouse 9-5 Mon. - Sat.

at Broad & Olmos

FOR INFORMATION CALL:
MASON, TEXAS -« (915) 347-6440 and 800-776-3519

=\

[MARKET SQUARE

OLD FASHIONED SODA FOUNTAIN

Located in Historic 1884 German American Bank Building.
JEWELRY + IRON WORKS + SILK FLOWERS
HAND CRAFTED ORNAMENTS * LEATHERGOODS
SCRAPPY LITTLE BEARS
AND OTHER WONDERFUL GIFTS

s

915/347-5516 100 Fort McKavett, Mason, Texas J
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PART ONE OF THREE PARTS
FORT MASON

ith the arrival of settlers in Indian territory

north and west of San Antonio in the 1850s, it

became necessary for the U.S. Army to estab-

lish forts in the region for protection from
Indian hostilities and to encourage the development of this
new frontier.

And so, in 1851 Major William J. Hardee left Fort
Martin Scott near Fredericksburg with about 200 soldiers
from six companies of the 2nd Dragoons in search of a
suitable site for the new outpost. They came upon a hill
110 miles from San Antonio that caught the fancy of a Bvt.
Major H. W. Merrill, who recommended they locate the
fort there. Not only did the site lay on the well-traveled
Pinta Trail, commanding panoramic views of the country-
side, it also provided a constant water source.

They established the fort at this 1,100-acre site on July
6, 1851 and named it Fort Mason. It is thought that it was
so named in honor of 2nd Lt. George T. Mason, who was
killed in a skirmish near Brownsville, a skirmish that
reputedly led to the Mexican War.

Merrill and his men, with the help of a group of civil-
ians, completed the installation in two years, constructing
its buildings with logs, motar and blocks of red sandstone
which they chiseled from rocks transported from nearby
Post Hill. Its facilities could accommodate two companies
of troops and a regiment of soldiers.

Calling the Indian leaders forth, he told
them he could kill a dog and then bring
it back to life. He then chloroformed the
hapless animal and cut off small pieces
of its tail to prove that it was indeed
dead. Shortly thereafter, when the effects
of the chloroform wore off, the "dead" dog
"came to life" again.

Until it was officially abandoned on March 23, 1869,
Fort Mason knew alternating periods of occupation: 1851-
1854; 1858-1859; February, 1859-March, 1861; and 1866-
1869. During the Civil War, the Confederate States Army
used it as headquarters for both the 2nd and the 4th
Cavalry, and as a prison camp for Union sympathizers.
Eighteen generals of the Civil War served here at one time
or another, including such famous men as Robert E. Lee,
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Albert Sidney Johnston, John B. Hood and Fitzhugh Lee.
Gen. Robert E. Lee was commanding officer of the fort on
two occasions.

In addition, Cpt. Charles Travis, the only son of Alamo
hero William Barrett Travis, served with the 2nd Cavalry
here. Charles was only seven years old when his father
died at the Alamo. He later served in both the Texas
Rangers and the state legislature.

An interesting story emerging from the days of Fort
Masoninvolves the fort's second commanding officer. The
tale goes that in 1851 Lt. Col. Charles Mays, in an effort to
win respect from the local Indian chiefs, tricked them into
believing he had magical powers. Calling the Indian lead-
ers forth, he told them he could kill a dog and then bring it
back to life. He then chloroformed the hapless animal and
cut off small pieces of its tail to prove that it was indeed
dead. Shortly thereafter, when the effects of the chloro-
form wore off, the "dead" dog "came to life" again. The
whiteman did indeed possess strong medicine and was
not to be taken lightly!

When Confederate soldiers began returning to Fort
Mason from the Civil War in 1866, they found the
buildings in ruins, set afire earlier by Union troops. The
men of the 4th Cavalry made a tentative effort to rebuild
the ruins, but were transferred elsewhere in 1867 and
never completed the project. The army officially aban-
doned the fort two years later in 1869.

According to a brochure from the Mason County

Historical Society, "The sandstone fort structureswhich
had once provided security for Mason citizens were
dismantled and used to construct local buildings. As
Fort Mason disappeared, permanent masonry build-
ings in the City of Mason began to take shape."
It is thought that only one original structure from the
fort escaped destruction and remains today. This is the
cavalry stable located at the corner of Post Hill and
Bryan streets in Mason. In 1876, the late Kurt Zesch
directed the reconstruction of the officers quarters
which occupies the fort site today.

BUICK
OLDSMOBILE
AURORA

SALES » SERVICE * PARTS
NEW & USED CARS

307 East Main ¢ Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

(210) 997-7526

P

Old Restaurant and bar amongst ten bright copper and stainless vessels.
Four thousand gallons of cold German Lagers, Ales and Wheat Beers.
Rock Fireplace, enclosed beir garten, seating for over three hundred.
Fine Lodging in twelve "Bed and Brew's" (B&B's) above the brewery.
245 E. Main 210/997-1646 Cash/VISA/MC/AMEX Accepted

Come visit our new location. Ten acres of Hill Country Fun.
Jam Kitchen Tours. 7 Days a Week.

Hwy 290 West 7 miles west of Dripping Springs

Call 1-800-727-JAMS
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THE STORYTELLERS

BY IRA KENNEDY

rom a rock shelter halfway up
the north face of the bald gran-
ite mountain the old Kiowa
saw them as they rode in from
the northwest. He determined
they were four loud and careless young
Comanche warriors. He had observed
them for the better part of a day as they
followed the Pinta Trail to a landmark
called Cerro de Santiago, Hill of the Sa-
cred One.

The old man was a Kiowa-Apache
shaman and he knew better than to dis-
turb Gahe, the mountain spirit, without
great cause. Yet the young Comanches
with their horses and their wild nature
approached the sacred spot mindless and
ignorant of the consequences.

They dismounted in a sheltered place
at the foot of the enchanted rock. The
shaman watched them build a fire in the
draw sheltered by great liveoaks. It wasa
sacred spot to be visited only at special
times during the year or at important mo-
ments during a lifetime. The shaman
wondered what kind of men these
Comanches had become.

They were, as he had learned earlier,
loud and careless. What he did next was,
due to those obnoxious traits, exceedingly
easy. He approached and sat down be-
side their campfire unnoticed until he

Spoke. "WITH MORE NEW WEAPONS

"You are on sacred ground, my friends, what

brings you here?" . THE WHITES WILL NEVER
The four young Comanches were stunned into STOP US. MORE WHITE

silence. It was easy to see he was Kiowa, but to which

band he belonged they could not say. It was plain, FARMERS MEAN MORE

however, that he was a holy man—a man of power. WHITE FARMS TO RAID!"
d hi i in, and whil

The old man repeated his question again, and while WITH THAT THE YOUNG

he spoke he followed his words in signs.

The Comanches explained that they were seek- MAN RETURNED TO HIS
ing The Great River to the south and they asked how PLACE BESIDE THE FIRE
days ride it might be. Th logized f
eroasslog on sacred ground, but went on to explain | SATISFIED THAT HIS POINT

| trespassing on sacred ground, but went on to explain
' that they had observed the spectacular pink and black WAS WELL MADE.

]
! CONTINUED ON PAGE 38

© 1005 IRA KENNEDY
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ROGK-SOLID
TRUCK VALUE

K1500 Extended-Cab/Short-Box Silverado Pickup

YOUR CHEVY DEALER IN HISTORIC FREDERICKSBURG

#1IN SALES, SERVICE AND CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

HEIN CHEVROLET-PONTIAC

815 West Main » Fredericksburg, Texas 78624 ¢ (210) 997-2141

C1500 Suburban LS

"RELIVE YESTERDAY with TODAY'S CONVENIENCES"

We Specialize in Reunions, Tour Groups, Wedding Parties or any special occasion.
A truly unique Cottage Style Motel with a Bed & Breakfast Atmosphere.

e King and Queen sized beds -

e Mini Suites with Refrigerator/Microwave RESERVATIONS - 7AM to 10PM
e Remote Cable Television 1-800-THE-INNN or

¢ Direct Dial Telephone Switch Board (210) 997-2117

 Free Local Calls Allan, Jan, Hunter, and Houston Temperton, Owners

e Free A.M. Coflee

e Beautiful, renovated Swimming Pool
* Andy's Diner is right next door

e Playground for the Kids

* Horseshoes

¢ Just 2 blocks off Main Street

e American Owned and Operated

¢ All Major Credit Cards Accepted

¢ Sorry No Checks

16N

@ Nimitz Museum

US HWY. 87 SOUTH ¢ 401 SOUTH WASHINGTON * FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624
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Put yourself In "Our’ Place

Reservation Service Office
Guest Houses and Bed & Breakfasts

210-997-5612
231 West Main, Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

DIETZEL MOTE

Away from the Asphalt Jungle
"Willkommen"

® 20 Rooms on 6 Acres
e Cable TV
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MasterCard ¢ Visa
American Express ¢ Discover

Andy & Trudy Ybarra - Managers

(210) 997-3330

Highway 290 & 87 ¢ Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
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OLD CHISHOLM TRAIL

JALAPENO CHEESE STRAWS
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$16.00 for 16 oz. Tin

Call anytime:
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THE STORYTELLERS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

mountain from a great distance and their curiosity
brought them.

"The Great River is not far," the shaman said, "for
a Comanche horse." The old man knew the
Comanches were superb riders and they commanded
equally fine horses. But he had little respect for the
men he saw before him. He knew they were not
Penataka Comanche, but instead belonged to a more
remote band. He did not know much about these
Comanches and he did not like them.

"The old man is wise,” the youngest of the four
said, "but tell me this," he continued, "is it far for a
Comanche horse and a Comanche?"

"Hardly any distance at all,” the shaman said,
"but without a horse only the Kiowa are fit for the
journey."”

"The old man is brave" the spokesman for the
four said, "and a shaman as well."

"I am here as a neighbor to a neighbor, and I
come in peace. I come to you as a human with many
friends."

"Then join us," The Comanche said. "Honor us
with an understanding of this holy mountain."”

So be it," the old man replied, "you ask about the
Gahe of the enchanted rock. You want to know what
Gahe knows. To do so you must listen to the moun-

YOU ASK ABOUT THE GAHE OF THE
ENCHANTED ROCK. YOU WANTTO
KNOW WHAT GAHE KNOWS. TO DO SO
YOU MUST LISTEN TO THE MOUNTAIN
SPIRIT AND NOT TO MEN. WHAT YOU
HEAR FROM MEN ARE STORIES, AND
WHAT YOU LEARN FROM THE
MOUNTAIN IS SACRED. STORIES CAN BE
LOST BUT GAHE LIVES FOREVER IN THE
MOUNTAINS CAVES.

tain spirit and not to men. What you hear from men
are stories, and what you learn from the mountain is
sacred. Stories can be lost but Gahe lives forever in
the mountain's caves. I will tell you what Gahe has
told me—noteverything, but whatI am permitted by
conscience to say."

The young men listened to the old Kiowa, but
their impatience was apparent.

He began by telling them about the past while
his shadow mimed his words on the massive granite
boulders behind the campfire. He described a giant
beast two trees tall that grazed on the highest
branches. The storyteller spoke of how the mam-
moths were hunted with spears made of two shafts.
The shadow of hands and arms illustrated perfectly



the principal of the atlatl, or spear thrower.

"One shaft was tipped with a flint point,” he said,
"which was thrown from close range. With the hunter
on foot the thrust had to be swift and certain." And
his shadow hurled an imaginary spear deep into the
night.

g"Nonsense," the principal Comanche interrupted.
"Surely they possessed greater weapons. Hunting
like that is for crazies."
The others laughed and shook their heads in
disbelief.

"At least they must have had this," another said
holding his bow high. "A simple stick and string."

The young audience agreed that the speaker knew
little about the past.

"What use is the past,” the spokesman asked, "if
it can't make this?" He held aloft his new rifle. That
was what mattered. That was magic.

The old man and his stories were madness. They
all agreed on that. All his talk of the past was a waste
of time.

"With this," the young Comanche continued, "we
can hunt buffalo the same as the white man. And
once the buffalo are gone there is always the cattle,
and the farms."

"The whites," the old shaman said, "will sweep us
away like a bed of leaves." Hisright arm swung wide
and fierce in the firelight. He could still feel, now and
again, the old powers.

Rising from his place by the fire the rifle's owner
confronted the old man. "With more new weapons
the whites will never stop us. More white farmers
mean more white farms to raid!" With that the young
man returned to his place beside the fire satisfied that
his point was well made. His companions, mean-
while, were laughing at the foolish old man.

"There are more whites than you can dream," the
shaman said. Their laughter struck hard against this
pride. He turned away and disappeared into the
night.

"Well, Uncle Ira," Jason asked, "Is that it? He disap-
peared into the night?"
"That's it," I said to my 12-year-old companion.
"I don't know," he replied after tossing another
piece of mesquite on the campfire. "I mean, didn't
something happen like the one with the rifle gets mad
and shoots the medicine man? Or the medicine man
goes out and puts a spell on the young brave?"
"I suppose you can finish it any way you want."
"I want to know what really happened," Jason
insisted.
"He disappeared into the night."
With that he fell silent again, prodding the camp-

SEE THE STORYTELLERS, PAGE 43
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SOUTHWEST, FRENCH & GERMAN CUISINE
WILD GAME SPECIALTIES

“The kind of a place once in a blue or

hunter's moon won't suffice to explore.”
—San Antonio Express

OPEN for Dinner Thursday thru Monday and Sunday Brunch.

Catering 7 Days a Week

775 S. Washington, Fredericksburg, TX
1 MILE FROM MAIN ST ON 87 SOUTH

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
Fine Wine 210/997-6415 Full Bar

" Enchanted Inn
Restaurant

Specializing in Mexican Food, Steaks
and Seafood. Orders to go.

Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
11 a.m.to 2 p.m. /5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m
Friday: 11 a.m. -2 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. CLOSED WEDNESDAY

(210) 997-5206
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—

antiques and country stote

222 E. Main Fredericksburyg, Texas 78624
Debbie Cooper (210)997-1999
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HILL COUNTRY
PROPANE INC.

* BOTTLE & MOTOR FUEL STATION
» LEASE TANKS

BERTRAM FRANZ, PRESIDENT
HWY 290 E. FREDERICKSBURG

1-800-997-8621 « OFFICE (210) 997-8621

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED

VANISHING TEXAS RIVER CRUISE

Open: Wed.-Mon at 11:00AM
21/2HOUR NATURE TOURS UP THE INCREDIBLY
BEAUTIFUL COLORADO RIVER WILDERNESS
» Towering Cliffs ¢ Ancient Geological Formations
* Spring-fed Waterfalls « Wildlife « World-class Birding

| WINTER SITE OF THE AMERICAN BALD EAGLE |

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

P.O. BOX 901 « BURNET, TEXAS 78611

Adults- $15.00 including tax e Sr. Adults, Military, Students- $13.00

12 and under- $10.00 ¢ 5 and under- Free ¢ Group Rates
Picnics, coolers welcome or pre-order our Captain’'s Box Lunch

512-756-6986
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Encruantep Rock SNA

GIFT SHOP

BOOKS: FIELD GUIDES for EDIBLE WILD
PLANTS, FOSSILS, SNAKES, WILDLIFE, BIRDS,
STONE ARTIFACTS, INDIAN ROCK ART SYM-
BOLS, WILDFLOWERS AND COLOR BOOKS

SPECIALTY BOOKS:

DOME DRIVER'S MANUAL, RAPPELLING, HIGH
ANGLE RESCUE, EROCK LAND FORMS, TX
INDIANS, INDIAN USES OF NATIVE PLANTS,
JACK HAYES TX RANGER, ROADSIDE GEOL-

OGY. and THE LEGEND OF THE BLUEBONNET

OTHER ITEMS FOR SALE

NATURAL SELECTIONS: CD'S AND TAPES, POST
CARDS & NATURE CARDS, NATURE POSTERS,
SLIDE SETS, WALKING STICKS, TOPO MAPS—
EROCK, LOST MAPLES, ETC., INDIAN TRIBES,
NORTH AMERICAN MAPS, EROCK PATCH AND CON-
SERVATION PINS, EROCK TRAIL GUIDES, EROCK
SWEAT SHIRTS, T-SHIRTS, EROCK & HARDROCK,

PLEASE COME VISIT OUR STORE
AT THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING
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SONNY SOLIS

THEY MIGHT
BE GIANTS

Is there a human being who does
not revere his homeland, even
though he may not return? In the
language of my people... there is a
word for land: Eloheh. This same
word also means history, culture,
and religion. We cannot separate
our place on Earth from our lives on
the earth nor from our vision nor our
meaning as a people...

—Jimmie Durham (Cherokee)

We come from humble origins. From cosmic dust, to
molten rock; from the sea, to the land; from the trees,
dispersing like seeds to the wind. Moving through
continents, hunting, and gathering we survived. We
adapted. In the process our attachment to the natural
environment became an innate part of the human
spirit. We are all tied to the land; each in our own
private way.

Human history is rooted in a need to see, to
smell, to hear, to touch our natural surroundings.
Even those of us living in urban environments can-
not deny there is a yearning to return to this good
earth. For there remains in all of us, a wildness no
matter who we are.

To serve this need we Americans have a proud
heritage in our public parks—from the city to the
national level. The idea of setting aside parklands
for people was not always the norm. As populations
increased, land became a measure of wealth. And
those who owned the land formulated the laws.

However in the settlement of this county a few
Americans became dreamers and defenders of an
idea which began in the summer of 1870. It was then
an influential group of Montana men and a five-man
calvary escort from the War Department under the
command of Lieutenant G.C. Doane set out for the



PARK SUPERINTENDENT

Yellowstone. Their task was to survey this wilderness
area.

On the last night of their mission they sat around
a campfire discussing the incredible natural beauty
which defied their maps—for many of them it was the
experience of a lifetime. Soon the conversation of the
small band of surveyors took an historic turn. The talk
moved away from the economic profit this pristine
area held to the singular beauty of the region. It was
then this handful of idealists dared to forgo the privi-
lege of filing claims in favor of working toward the
establishment of a "national park” to be preserved
indefinitely and accessible to all.

Human history is rooted
in a need to see, to smell,
to hear, to touch our
natural surroundings.
Even those of us living in
urban environments can-
not deny there is a yearn-
ing to return to this good
earth. For there remains
in all of us, a wildness no
matter who we are.

"They Might Be Giants," refers to those who have
dreamt the dream, and served their dreams with deeds.
Such were the men of Yellowstone, and those to come
after—John Muir, Theodore Roosevelt, Steven Mather,
Horace Albright, Aldo Leopolt... and many more.

Within our own ranks at Texas Parks & Wildlife [
include our past executive director Charles Travis, our
current executive director Andrew Sansom, our former
governor Ann Richards who understood the relation-
ship of land to people. And Luis Armendariz, super-
intendent of Big Bend Ranch State Natural Area, Dee
Hisler of Honey Creek, George Zapplerin Special op's,
Linda Adkins of TPWD print media, Mary Candee in
resources protection, Clay Brewer resource manager/
region 7—all dreamers and known by their peers as
giants.

And beyond these people are the many others
who frequent Enchanted Rock SNA and dream the
dream. All are Giants. from cosmic dusto to this place
we call Enchanted Rock. Giants still walk the earth.

I| BED &

BREAKFAST AtIaLES

Pecan Tree Inn

A 1919 vintage home that seems like a visit to Grandma's
house. Three bedrooms, queen beds and private baths.
« Decorated in Country Victorian

« Full Breakfast
« Three blocks from historic Courthouse Square

L.G. & Glenda Brumley - Innkeepers
1119 FORD ST. * LLANO, TEXAS 78643 « (915) 247-3502 —J

—

MERI.E
NORMAN

We Know How Beautiful You Can Be!

MADA B. WEST
CONSULTATIONS FREE

Open 9:30 - 5:30 Monday - Saturday
104 East Main ¢ Llano, Texas 78643 © (915) 247-4976

AND CATERING SERVICE

HOME OF OUR FAMOUS TURKEY SAUSAGE
SPECIALIZING IN REAL PIT BARBECUE

FEB./MAR. HOURS:

Tues. - Thurs. 8AM-8PM
Fri. - Sat. 8AM-9PM
CLOSED SUN. & MON.

(915) 247-5257 or 247-5473
Highway 29 West * Llano, Texas 78643

BROTHER'S BB

Jack and Sharon Graham cited in Texas Monthly Magazine
for Outstanding Barbecue

"At BROTHER'S, the sausage was rich and juicy, and the
well-seasoned pork ribs were almost falling off the bone.
but it was Graham's Briskit that sold me."

TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE
MARCH, 1992

OPEN: 10AM - 7PM « CLOSED TUESDAY/WEDNSDAY

The Barbecue Capitol of Texas
405 WEST YOUNG « LLANO, TEXAS 78643 « (915) 247-3003

FEBRUARY/MARCH 1995




"Rustic Accomodations"

GUEST ||ANTIQUE

CABIN | LOG
Contnenal || CABINS

Plus
Breakfast FOR SALE
(210) 997-0774 or
(210)997-4712 (210) 997-0774

Ernie & Billie Vieluf

HC 12 BOX 68B
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624

YOUR COMPLETE DRUGSTORE SINCE 1891
MICHEL'S DRUG STORE
ON MARBLE FALLS HISTORICAL MAIN STREET

JOY & DOUG MICHEL
Proprietors

DOUG MICHEL, JR.
Registered Pharmacist

210/693-4250 » FAX 210/693-5859
216 Main Street ¢ Marble Falls, Texas 78654

Welcome to

Frontier Inn
Your home away from home

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY RATES
AIR CONDITIONING « ELECTRIC HEAT » CABLE TV

R.V. PARK
FULL HOOK-UPS * CABLE TV
Tate & Jane Hawkins
(210) 997-4389
HWY 290 WEST » RT. 2 BOX 99 « FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624
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ADVENTURE CLIMBING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

You have to stop and think
about what you are doing
because the crack pulls you
the opposite direction of your
natural balance point.

assisted him in making the right judgments to move
over this challenging section.

The last crack in the trio is Becky's Crack named
for the famous mountaineer, Fred Becky who climbed
at Enchanted Rock while he was in Central Texas. It
is the widest crack of the three and tends to seep water
inside the rock. It can be disgusting at times to stick
a body part into the dark, wet crack as you progress
up the route. Leading this route can throw the climber
off balance and cause the leader to fall because of its
awkward nature. You have to stop and think about
what you are doing because the crack pulls you the
opposite direction of your natural balance point. We
enjoyed this wild crack and finished the day with
renewed enthusiasm for more climbing.

After descending to the ground, we packed up
our gear and hiked out to the main trail through Echo
Canyon. Barry had worked on the trail with others
last year to drastically improve the approach to the
Triple Cracks area. Three roots had become exposed
due to erosion and trail braiding was a problem.
Barry's trail team worked hard to correct these prob-
lems. As we walked to Echo Canyon we stopped at
the new self-composting toilet which Barry built the
exterior building and outside deck . It is a handsome
structure with a beautiful view from the deck.

Barry wanted to watch the end of the day from
the top of the dome, so we hiked up the lower mantle
slab on the side of the dome. As we propped our
heads on our packs the sun started to set and twilight
came upon us. The curve of the dome offered a
beautiful landscape line against the sunset. Someone
was playing a guitar nearby also enjoying the end of
the day. There is something very special about laying
on top of this huge solid granite rock in the evening.

Hiking back to the parking lot to the cars was
easy down the Main Dome Trail even though the light
was fading. We both decided that our adventure
climbing day at Enchanted Rock was a lot of fun. Next
time we will go to another part of the park and have
new adventures. We both have a great amount of
respect for Enchanted Rock as it has enriched our
lives over a long period of time.



THE STORYTELLERS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

fire with his special fire-stick.

"Uncle Ira, were those mastodons really here, at
Enchanted Rock?"

"Yes, a very long time ago."

"I mean, exactly how long?" Jason asked.

"Well, I'm not exactly sure. Say 12,000 years ago."

"And Indians were here, too?"

"Yes," I replied, "and they still are, a little."

"Where?" He looked around as if maybe I meant
there were still out there, in the dark.

"Not out there," I smiled, "they're in us. I'm part
Indian and so are you—through your mother."

"Cherokee?"

"Right. And their true name, the name they call
themselves, is Aniyunwiya—The Principal People."

The fire was beginning to die despite Jason's
prodding, and his questions held longer and longer
pauses.

"We better turn in," I advised, thinking more of
my own weariness than the young boy. "It must be
almost ten."”

"Nine thirty-seven," Jason proclaimed, "and 55
seconds." Pause. "Nine thirty-eight." He continued
consulting his digital wristwatch, a new gadget re-
ceived for Christmas, while I listened to the primal
sounds of crickets, frogs, and owls call to each other
just past the reach of the firelight. I could hear, too,
the rustle of dead leaves start and stop and begin
again. It was an armadillo out for a nocturnal meal.
They're the only beast in the woods that makes as
much noise as humans.

"Away down south in the land of cotton... "
Suddenly my mind found the words to "Dixie" the
instant before I realized the source of the tune was
Jason's watch. Through the magic of micro computer
technology it could play a futuresque instrumental of
every verse of "Dixie." I wondered how he managed
to wait so long to surprise me with this aspect of his
new watch. He beamed with pride.

"It's 9:45," he said. "That's some alarm ain't it,
Uncle Ira? You want me to put some more wood on
the fire? It's still early."

"It's late enough for me," I said, stepping into the
moon shadows near the tent. I had barely spoken
when Jason added another question to the night.

"Uncle Ira, are you still here?"

PORTIONS OF THIS STORY WERE ORIGINALLY
PUBLISHED IN SACRED SITES—A TRAVELER'S GUIDE
T0 NORTH AMERICA'S MOST POWERFUL, MYSTICAL
LANDMARKS, BY NATASHA PETERSON; CONTEMPO-
RARY BOOKsS, CHICAGO/NEW YORK, 1988.
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BED & BREAKFAST of FREDERICKSBURG
Beautiful, historic, limestone home on Town Creek,
across from the Nimitz Museum complex, shaded by one
of Fredericksburg's oldest and largest live oak trees.

Dianne Hauerland
107 North Washington « Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
(210) 997-9585
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SUNSET
Village

TWO LOCATIONS

SUNSET Village Drive-In

GROCERIES * BEVERAGES
TEXACO GAS « BAIT
VIDEO GAMES ¢ BEER
(FM 965, on the way to ENCHANTED ROCK)

816 North Milam  Fredericksburg, Texas ¢ (210) 997-5975

SUNSET Village Too

TEXACO GAS * SOFT DRINKS
GROCERIES * SANDWICHES
BREAKFAST TACOS » BEER

(on your way to the Fair Grounds)

Hwy. 16 South * Fredericksburg, Texas « (210) 997-3153
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| A UNIQUE MASSAGE AND WELLNESS STORE |

The Touch of Life is staffed by
Texas Registered Massage Therapists to
provide you with the ancient and time
honored fradition of professional massage.

_ Come experience our services which
include, Reflexology, on site chair massage,
and full body massage. Browse through our
unusual collection of stress-relieving and
relaxation products.
Books, Music, Aromatherapy, Massage Tools
and Herbal Tonics.

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

212 East Main ¢ Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
(210) 9979262

R e
e
e

]

44 ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE

LAKE BUCHANAN EAGLES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

All these experiences still leave me in awe some sixteen
years since I saw my first Lake Buchanan eagle.

So, over the years the seasonal returnings of the Bald
Eagles on Buchanan lake have become a source of pleasure
and of self discovery for more and more people. In the fall,
the returning Monarch butterflies tell that the eaglesareon
their way. And, like a renewal in the spring, the season of
the eagles offers a sign of hope. A constant in what often
seems an ever-changing world.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Charles Tischler as born in Austin, Texas, on July 24, 1951.
He was raised on South Austin, Texas by his veterinarian
father and his teacher/naturalist mother. For the first ten
years of life, Charles was the youngest of three quite savage
boys. Thenlittle sister Ann came along and Charles gained
an almost unbridled freedom to haunt the hills and to stalk
and stumblealong the countless paths. He graduated from
the University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Jour-

nalism degree.

For the first ten years of life, Charles
was the youngest of three quite savage
boys. Then little sister Ann came
along and Charles gained an almost
unbridled freedom to haunt the hills
and to stalk and stumble along the

countless paths.

He has over twelve years as a technicalwriter/editor for
both Texas Instrumentsand The University of Texas, where
he currently has served over eight years as information
coordinator for the Separations Research Program, and the
Environmental Solutions Program both within the Center
for Energy Studies at the ].J. Pickle Research Campus.

Tischler has published hundreds of articles in newslet-
ters, magazines, newspapers and journals. His photo-
graphs have appeared in local, state and national publica-
tions. He has appeared as spokesperson for the Lake
Buchanan Bald Eagles on several televised accounts of the
birds including the CBS Evening News, The Texas Parks
and Wildlife Television series, Made in Texas.

Charles has just signed on as continuing contributor to
the Enchanted Rock Magazine in order that he might share
further his love and discoveries in the land above the

Balcones Escarpment.



ROADSIDE SAFARI

902 EAST MAIN
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624

(210) 997-4648

Iron Art Studio
Custom
‘BlacKsmith
€T
FROM THE Ilt.MI"l OF THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY :‘I,‘/[-L"ttzll»l,l ’()rk
, : Dale Holly
ZEBRA IN THE HILL COUNTRY. YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT 605 East Main » Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
YOU'LL SEE ON A WEEKEND DRIVE. THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN ON

HIGHWAY 71 3.8 MILES EAST OF THE HWY 16 INTERSECTION (21 0) 997-8307
AT LLANO. PHOTO BY RA KENNEDY.

EXPERIENCE RE G SECLUSION ON A
CENTURY OLD WORKING LLANO COUNTY RANCH

“PECAN CREEK RANCH DUTCH MOUNTAIN RANCH
This charming country cottage is Dutch Mountain Ranch is
located on the banks of beautiful located 22 miles Southwest of
Pecan Creek 3 miles Northwest Llano. The large, conveniently
of Llano. It is newly remodeled furnished hunting lodge has
with central air, queen size bed central air, a fully furnished
and hide-a-bed sofa, completely kitchen, bath, television and
furnished kitchen, 3/4 bath, telephone, and will accomodate
television and telephone. The 12. Excellent for large families
cottage is ideal for two people. _or corporate groups. The ranch
Also available is a large, borders Enchanted Rock State

conveniently furnished hunting Park and shares the rugged
lodge which will accomodate 12. beauty of the huge pink granite
Perfect for families or several outcroppings with abundant

couples.

flora and fauna.

You will enjoy the beauty of the abundant wildflowers & wildlife while hiking the
scenic pasture roads, fish in the beautiful ponds stocked with Black Bass and
Catfish, or just relax with some birdwatching and photography.

Contact: Gene Hall Reagor ¢ P.O. Box 488 ¢ Llano, Texas 78643 ¢ 915-247-4074
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AMERICAN
INDIAN

PROPHECIES

A PRICT 1R TORY ON THN RUTURE OF AMIRKA
DR 4

The end of
the world

is not at hand.

These are visions of

a transformation |

of consciousness, the
completion a great cycle; the
emergence of a new world.

Presented in this 20-page booklet with illustrations
are six prophecies from Black Elk, Wovoka, Lame
Deer, and others. A commentary by the author
encourages non-literal interpretations and the sug-
gestion that the "change of worlds” may require a
union of Native American and Western world views.

"The old ways of the Native Americans cannot answer all of the
dilemmas we face now and tomorrow. But, our present way of
life is dysfunctional and outmoded. Choosing one or the other
does not bring us into the new earth cycle envisioned by the

prophets.” -Ira Kennedy
postpaid to
Only $ 3 Enchanted Rock Magazine,
HC 09, Box 34B, Llano, TX 78643

STATE PARK RESERVATIONS

When planning & camping trip to Texas state parks be sure to make
your reservations &s soon as possible. Sometimes parks are filled two
to three months in advance. Campsites, shelters, cabins and group
facilitics can be reserved eleven months in advance. Reservations
must be made at least three days in advance.

REGULAR RESERVATION HOURS: Mon.—Fri., 8 a.m. t0 6 p.m.
TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE PHONE NUMBERS:

Reservations: 1-512-389-8900/Cancellations: 1-512-389-8910
Information: 1-800-792-1112. Press 3 for Parks Information
and then 3 again for all other parks information.

HISTORIC LLLANO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Another, gadolinite, found in abundance under the waters
of Lake Buchanan on Barringer Hill, is found elsewhere
only in Norway.

Thomas Edison used yttrium, an extract from gadolin-
ite, to perfect the filament in his electric light bulb until he
discovered another, less expensive element. (In 1887, yt-
triumbrought $144 an ounce.) At the same time, other rare
minerals containing the same extract turned upon Barringer
Hill. These were nivenite, fergusonite, monofergusonite,
thorogummite and yytrialite. Their discovery focused
worldwide attention on Llano County, not so much be-
cause they contained yytrium, but because these minerals
were new to science.

But exciting as this all may be, what is probably more
significant is that precious minerals still in demand have
been discovered here. These are none other than gold ,
silver and fresh water pearls. In addition, though the claim
has not been verified to date, it is rumored that sapphire
has been found here—one nugget the size of two fists. The
story goes that a rancher found it on his place and, not
knowing it was sapphire, was using it for a doorstop. He
sold it to a visitor, who recognized the gem but failed to
mention that fact, for $12!

While the presence of rare minerals put Llano County
on the map, another product of the uplift contributed
greatly to that fame. This is Enchanted Rock, a solid rock
formation which rises 500 feet in the air and covers 640
acres. Lying 24 miles south of the city of Llano, this Llano
County jewel is the oldest rock formation in Texas and is
the largest stone mountain still in its natural state in the
United States.

Adding to the importance of this geological wonder,
several species of plants which the Smithsonian Institute
considers rare and endangered grow on or near the Rock's
base. One of these, the Basin Bellflower, a delicate, light
blue flower, is found only on granite outcroppings of the

MAGAZINE ORDER FORM e

YES, | WANT TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE ENCHANTED ROCK

MAGAZINE FOR ONE YEAR (TWELVE ISSUES). ENCLOSED
18 MY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $25.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

TOCOPIED, CLIPPED, OR
SIMPLY MAIL A LETTER
PROVIDINGALLOFTHE RE-
QUIRED INFORMATION
WITH YOUR PAYMENT.

ORDER FORMCANBE PHO- MAIL TO: ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE
H.C. 09, Box 34B
LLANO, TX 78643
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Llano region. Growing in profusion along the lower slopes
of the Rock, this is the only site where the endangered
species is protected.

Nor does Enchanted Rock's fame stop there. The fabled
stone mass contains one of the largest caves known to have
developed in an Inselberg Mass, one of the geological
names for the Rock. The main cave is over 1,000 feet long
and contains 35 different entrances; beneath it is a smaller
cave.

Nature, it seems, outdid herself when she put together
the unique package of wonderslaterlabeled "Llano County,
Land of Legend and Lure." Even more emphatically might
this county be called Nature's Wonderland.

For truly fascinating rewards, experience the diversi-
ties of Llano and Llano County, where every visit yields
a rich world of adventure and discovery .

How Long Does It Last?

We all know dis-
carded plastic and
aluminum can lin-
ger in the environ-
ment for years.
But, have you ever
wondered how long
that orange peel
will take to disap-
pear in nature?
Here are afewfacts
supplied by En-
chanted Rock
State Natural Area.

Cigarette butts: 1-5 years
Aluminum cans and tabs: 500 years
Glass bottles: 1,000 years
Plastic bags: 10-20 years
Plastic coated paper: 5 years
Plastic film containers: 20-30 years
Nylon fabric: 30-40 years
Leather: up to 50 years
Wool sox: 1-5 years
Orange & banana peels up to 5 years
Tin Cans: 50 years
Plastic six-pac holder: 100 years
Plastic bottles

& styrofoam: indefinitely

GODDESS oF MYSTERY

AND Other Central Texas Stories
by DALE FRY

From the "Goddess of Mystery" atop the capitol
dome tothe meandering and intriguing “River of
Lost Identity,” Dale Fry weaves stories as colorful
and fascinating as the fields of wild flowers that
bedeck his beloved Hill Country in the Spring.

‘I envy writer Dale Fry because he has, over the

years, written a bunch of storles about the High-

land Lakes region that | would have loved to write...”
—Ross McSwaln, San Angelo Standard-Times

‘He Is tenacious In his search for the facts and follows

each clue to its depths. His insight and sincere love of

people and the Hill Country shines from each story.”
—Bryna Dean Mocore

$2 ]. postpaid to Ogden Press

FOR CATALOG SASE TO OGDEN PRESS.
P.O. BOX 188, TOW, TX 78672
915/379-6251

Cajun

Outpost

THE TEXAS ARTIFACT MAGAZINE
B STORIES AND PHOTOS OF ARROWHEADS
B PHOTO COVERAGES OF ARTIFACT SHOWS

B CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR FUTURE SHOWS
B ARTIFACTS FOR SELL

4 QUARTERLY ISSUES
1-YEAR/3RD CLASS MAIL $20 —1ST CLASS $24.96

2 YEARS/3RD CLASS $37.50 —1ST CLASS $47.42

ARTIFACT RESTORATION SERVICE AVAILABLE
BOB McWILLIAMS, 8801 S, HWY 67, SAN ANGELO, TX 76904 915/949-6890

* Crawfish Tail Ment * Cajun Boudin

* Pork & Turkey Tasso * Pork & Turkey Roast
* Cajun Sausage ( Pork, Beef, Alligator & Venison)
* Cajun Andouille Sausage

Serving the Hill Country with the best of the Bayou
State, with hundreds of products to choose from.
We also have custom made Gift Baskets with
world-wide shipping available for business & per-
sonal gift giving this holiday season. C'est Bon!

Authentic Cajun/Creole Lunches to Go.

The Cajun Outpost
- 418 E. Main Street

Fredericksburg, Tx. 78624
1(210) 997-1040/1-800-900-7060
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[WEHAVE
THE HOTS

y e offer a complete line of salsas, sauces, bar-be-que bastes

- and marinades prepared from our home-grown chilies picked at the peak of freshness.

. Come by our store for many other chili gift items. We grow our own produce and use all

- natural ingredients with no preservatives.
- Write or phone for our brochure.

 HAURWAY BETWEEN
 JOHNSON CITY & FREDERICKSBURG
WINNER OF NATIONAL,
STATE, AND LOCAL AWARDS

800-232-2995 FAX 210-644-2377
P.Q. BOX 241, HWY 290 EAST, STONEWALL, TX, USA 78671 -
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