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TERRY WOOTAN
REAL ESTATE

“THE HILL COUNTRY RANCH FINDERS”

e RANGHES °

LLANO & SURROUNDING COUNTY RANCHES

* 25 ACRES—7 miles west of Llano not in a subdivision. great tree
cover...$2.500/Ac

* 81 ACRES—On running creek. 3Br/2 /2 Ba. 2 story partial rock
home with a 3Br/1Ba Mother-in-law wood frame house: newly
remodeled. Freestanding 2 car garage. large horse barn with seed and
tack room. Lighted roping arena. great sandy loam soil. Coastal and

wooded area for great hunting...$320.000.¢ 70 Acres—North of

Llano. Spring fed tank. Mountain Top Views. Nice Bottom Land.
Paved Road Frontage—Terms - $2.750/Ac

* 3.000 Acres—Half High Fenced. Beautiful Ranch Home. White
Tail and Exotics. Best Hunting Around. Call for Details

* 695 Acres—Llano Co. Ranch. Secluded. Mountain Views, Wet
Weather Creek. Great Hunting Priced to sell-—$900.000

PIT BAReBe(JUE

HOME OF THE BIG CHOP

Featured in
TEXAS MONTHLY ¢ SOUTHERN LIVING

“LLANO IS THE BARBECUE CAPITOL OF THE WORLD
AND COOPER'S IS THE BEST JOINT IN TOWN"
—Texas Monthly

“ONE OF THE BIG THREE IN TEXAS BARBECUE...

...The brisket lakes six to eight hours, and it fairly
explodes with the robust flavor of meat and smoke.
everything else is fabulous t0o.”

—Texas Monthly

DINE IN - TAKE OUT - CATERING
J5-247-5113

& Karen Wootan, Owners

T-
604 WEST YOUNGC (HWY. 29W) o LLANO, TEXAS 78643

RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL

* 532 Acres—Five miles north of Cherokee, Hwy 16 Frontage.
Older Ranch House. Hunting, Great Tree Cover. Will Divide.
Owner Terms—$1,250/Ac

* 3 San Saba Co. Ranches from 450ac. up to 1000 ac. Great
Hunting, Hill Country Ranches pPriced to Sell from $700 to
$1000 AC

» Fantastic commercial building on Highway 29 West in Llano.
Formerly the “Velveteen Rabbbit™ with many different busi-
ness opportunities. $85,500.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

¢ Downtown LLano,Newly Remodeled Bldg. Great for any
Type Buss. Call for Details—$120.000

* Great Llano Business Location, Hwy 16 Frontage. Just
North of Bridge. Day care now. Perfect for Cafe with out door
dining. Priced to Sell—$100,000.

TERRY WOOTAN
OWNER » BROKER

915-247-5711 * FAX 915-247-3052
506 West Young ¢ Llano, Texas 78643
EMAIL: twootan@moment.net
WEB: www.llanotexas.com/wootan

OPEN: 7 DAYS A WEEK »
10:30AM to 9:00PM
915-247-3600

504 West Young * Highway 29 West
Llano.Texas 78643

NOW SERVING CATFISH!
$1.00 OFF Touchless Car Wash with $5 purchase
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N THE B

wenty years ago | decided to become an expert on
Enchanted Rock. How hard could that be? 1 figured
there wasn’t much written on the topic and I could
easily complete the research within a year. Then, |
assumed, after devoting another year to the writing
part 1 could add another credit to my resume. That was
twenty years ago.

In January, 1995 I started Enchanted Rock Newsletter
so | could publish my /llustrated History on Enchanted
Rock. The first eight issues were devoted to the history
and periodically I published other articles in Enchanted
Rock Magazine related to the subject.

Recently. when I decided to bring it all together in one
issue | realized that virtually every section needed updat-
ing and that several articles of mine had to be excluded due
to lack of space.

Of those articles, *Medicine Man Hill” (June, 1995) is
of particular importance. In that piece | carefully examined
the Miranda Report to determine for myself whether his
sighting of Cerro de Santiago in the distance was actually
Enchanted Rock as one historian suggested. | am satisfied
that it is, but given the length of the article there was simply
no available space.

The same is true of “The Treaty That Was Never Bro-
ken?” (July, 1997) which examined in detail Meusebach’s
Treaty with the Comanche Nation and subsequent events
to determine if in fact the treaty was broken. My conclu-
sion was that is was on numerous occasions. Afier reread-
ing both of those articles I realized that each of them could
be expanded to further support the respective viewpoints.

My article “Llano Man™ (October 1995) is an examina-
tion of the prehistoric period. The evidence presented there
supports the theory that humans arrived in the Americas
and Texas 12,000 years before the present. However, for
the purposes of this history I have adhered to conven-
tional belief.

Another article, “German Intellectuals on the Texas Fron-
tier” (September, 1996) takes a look at the first German
settlements in the Fisher-Miller Grant just north of the LI-
ano River. That piece is posted on the Internet. See the
History section at www.llanotexas.com.

The section “Into the 20th Century™ on page 32 breezes
past a considerable amount of interesting though anec-
dotal history. Some of that information can be found in
“Enchanted Rock, Holy Ground to the First Americans,”
Texas Highways (January, 1985); reprinted in The Nature of
Texas, published by Texas A&M Press. Although that
article is self-indulgent regarding some personal family his-
tory it remains a favorite of mine as it was my tribute to my
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EGINNING..

Grandmother Rosa and her influence on my interest in En-
chanted Rock.

I should also mention my article “Visitors Guide to the
Center of the World” (May, 1995) which is posted on the
Internet at www.texfiles.com and www.|lanotexas.com.

I have long since surrendered any notion of being an
expert on Enchanted Rock which is essentially spiritual in
nature. I am not an authority in that field. What I have done
is sift through and assemble an enormous amount of material
in a resonably coherent fashion: and in the process present
some personal conclusions which are open to debate,

Anyone who knows me is aware of my attachment to
The Rock. In the last decade [ have lived one mile south of
Enchanted Rock, then ten miles northeast, then 24 miles north.
and now 6 miles northwest. My relationship to Enchanted
Rock and my commitment to this magazine has strained many
personal relationships, but the best of them understand. Of
those people | would like to extend my personal gratitude to
my sons David, Brian and Kevin, my mother Lucille, Bill and
Brenda Fleming; Steve Goodson and Holly Scott for their
unwavering understanding and support. This issue is dedi-

cated to them. N
fip o

v

Ira Kenned
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BBO RESTAURANT

"HOME OF TURKEY SAUSAGE"

Call for seasonal hours:
(915) 247-5257 or 247-5473

Highway 29 West < Llano, Texas 78643

¢ JR + SANDWICHES
AL » QUALITY BAKED GOODS
280 17 » FRESH COFFEE
R "+ ESPRESSO
& e Nan Hanus - Proprietor
.na ke : 4 C'a&e )
mes LY and Y. (830) 833-5737

o Sq“ﬂrc" @& Blanco.

306 Pecan Street @ Blanco, Texas 78606

10 to 5 Daily
WAGNER CHABOT

UES » FANCY GOODS - CURIOS

CAFE A DELI
Open Daily for Lunch 11-3
Special Dinner Menu
Friday & Saturday Evenings
Thurs. Evening Mexican Food
5:30-8:30

ONTHESQUARE
830-833-4350 ¢ Blanco, Texas 78606
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RO ERock Mag at
‘ \'-%'r)}\\};y,\*\\ ez i/  P.0.Box 355
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g or E-mail to
ira@texfiles.com

WILD JOHN

My great uncle was “Wild” John Davis of Voca, Texas who is

mentioned in Herman Lehmann’s book “9 Years Among The

Indians 1870-1879” page 210. Historian Spiller has apparently
written about him in the Voca area, at least one book is titled Characters
of the Ghost Towns of Texas (?) and may have a photo or two of him
upon his return from herding cattle on the Chisom Trail (apparently did
it several times—born 1861 in Lamar County and died 12/12/1947 in a
housefire near Voca). He had a half-sister that was a Nazarene Preacher
named “Belle™ Lee 2 years younger than John. )

John's father, my Great Grandfather was Edward Davis, born
circa 1827 in South Carolina, died in Austin, TX in 1898 at the State
hospital for the insane, Austin, TX where it was reported that he wore
his Confederate Uniform daily. He served under General Sibley and
Capt. Cameron in the New Mexico Campaigns (Santa Fe, Albuquerque,
Valverde, etc.) 1861 until end of the War.

Upon his return, his first wife aka Holcolmb and his son John
had moved from the land and home deeded to her by Edward Davis in
case he didn’t return (near Columbus). He found her and upon riding up
(noticed a little girl [Belle] and asked whose child that was... a man
walked out of the house and announce it was his daughter, his wife and
property ....ordering my G-grandfather off the property. Still not having
seen his son... Edward Davis, without dismounting, shot the man dead
with a small caliber—possibly derringer-type gun and rode off (circa
1865).

He married again to Mary Ann (Blackwell, Wasson) the Con-
federate widow of James Wasson in Athens, Texas [1/8/1874]. About
1878, Edward Davis was committed to the State Hospital for behavior

LLANOS® OWN

™

FRIDAY- All You Can Eat Catfish. Includes all the delicious catfish
you can eat, along with hushpuppies, french fries, homemade beans,
tarter sauce, and homebaked peach cobbler with ice cream.
ALL FOR ONLY- $7.95 + Tax * CARRYOUT- $6.95 + Tax
Burgers » Mexican Food ¢ Salads ¢ and the BEST Chicken Fried Steak
in the Hill Country. ¢« DRIVE THROUGH SERVICE
Open: 10:00AM - 9:00PM Monday-Saturday
608 Bessemer (Hwy 16/71 North) ¢ Llano, Texas 78643 ¢ (915) 247-4660
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described in a recent book by Eric T. Dean, Jr. as Post-Traumatic Stress,
Vietnam, and the Civil War—Shook Over Hell. The State Hospital does
not have burial site or records for that period.

He had worked the ranches known as the Martin JAMES
Ranch along the Pedernales (1867-69); (James was raised by the Indi-
ans) and later it became part of the John Wenmohs ranch near Cypress
Mills; Edward Davis was considered to be an ““Indian fighter™ and guarded
the men on Shingle Hill who dragged the cypress trees there from along
the Pedernales River, fearing attack from the Indians while they made
shingles. He worked the Hamilton Brothers ranch, farmed on the Post
Oak Bend by the Colorado River (1876) and on the Bob Turner farm,
finally settling in the Baldwin Bend area working on the Decker ranch
(sheep, cattle ranch). He had worked as a finishing carpenter on a school
house in Salado, Texas about 1874-75. Since might G-grandfather sacri-
ficed so much for Texas during the Confederate War and asked everyday
“Just let me go home, I'll walk it (about sixty miles away near Freder-
icksburg)™.

I would like to bury him right if I could find out from the
State—any ideas? ['m also related to Moss that fought at Packsaddle
Mountain and possibly others—my dad said he was a g-uncle to me.
Would be interested in any history related to the above.

P.S. I have a living Aunt Trixie and a
deccased Uncle (Othal Davis) who have
a ranch at Buchanan Lake—am inter-
ested in history there and around
Marble Falls, Texas (Thermans,
Fraziers, Deckers,Williamsons).

ARE YOU RELATED?

e have just received a copy of your magazine thru folks in
WLIano and really love the articles and even better some old

time names found in the area of Mason/Llano. We are research-
ing our family tree since moving here from Oklahoma. Perhaps there are
readers who are related to us or know those that are. Our family on one
side came to Mason/burnet counties from Tennessee and were named
Nobles. B.H. Nobles had 11 or 12 kids who married in or around
Menard, Mason. Llano, San Saba and Burnet Counties during the 1870s
thru 1903—to the Clark family, the Gamel, the Hill family (my grand
dad being Benjamin Madison, his dad was William Green hill of Menard:
grandmother was Fanny Novels of Streeter Lane. Others who may be
related are sir-named Slaughter, Majors, Hamrick and Edmondson. We
would love to hear from anyone related to us thru these families. Thank
you ever so much,

Merrell E. Davis

4067 Narragansett Ave.
San Diego. CA 92107
619-224-3845

Earla and Jim Nobles-Hill
6614 Seidel #175

San Antonio, TX 78281
210-655-3407 (6-9 p.m.)

BURNET COUNTY BARBEQUE
& CENTRAL TEXAS CATERING

4
LR
\.

4 @ RE
2 (ﬁ ’ AL PIT COOKED BAR-B-QUE

\ WE PUT THE HEAT TO THE MEAT

512/756-6468
HIGHWAY 29 W., BURNET, TEXAS 78611

M, el

“~ CITY JEWELRY REPAIR 9"

Steve McCoy - Owner/Jeweler

830-693-8333

1612 Highway 281 North +« Marble Falls, Texas 78654

* Platinum
*10k gold
* 14k gold

* Stone Setting

+ Watch Repair

° Chain Repair

+ Stone Repair

* Restringing Pearls ¢ Engraving
* Ring Sizing

* Casting
* Plateing
Work

OPEN 10-9 DAILY
(Sometimes later...)
SUNDAYS NOON-9
BEER, WINE & FOOD AVAIL.
210-997-3224

FRI. & SAT. NIGHT PICKERS CIRCLE.
HILL COUNTRY MUSICIANS JAM
EVERY SUNDAY AFTERNOON

“Evenvaoovs SOMEBODY IN LUCKENBACH!”
SAT. DEC 26TH

COWBOY CHRISTMAS BALL
with DON WALSER  DANCE 8 PM. TICKET: $7.50

830/997/3224 + WWW.LUCKENBACHTEXAS.COM

(OLEN'S ICE BOX

WE SELL FISHING & HUNTING EQUIPMENT
BY THE BOTTLE, CASE, KEG, JUG OR BARREL

CHECK OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS
FOR ALL YOUR PARTY NEEDS

WELCOME HUNTERS

STOP IN & CHECK OUT
OUR LARGE SELECTIONS
& EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

OPEN MON-SAT 10 AM.-5 PM. 915-247-4027
1502 BESSEMER, LLANO, TEXAS 78643
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THE

'ENCHANTED

WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED

BY IRA KENNEDY

This is the place were Texas began. Enchanted Rock is
part of the basement or bedbrock structure of Texas.
Around this core, the rest of the state slowly formed.

The foundation is stable, it is hard, and it is ancient.
--Interpretative Exhibit

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area

8 ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE



nchanted Rock is Central Texas’s most intriguing and
enigmatic natural landmark. Rising from the su-
rrounding oak savanna amid a chain of rugged gran-
ite hills, the massive granite dome rises 325 fect from
base to summit and covers an area of one square
mile. Visitors approaching Enchanted Rock are of-
fered a sudden and spectacular panorama of this remarkable at-
traction.

I first encountered Enchanted Rock almost forty years ago.
Gradually, I was captivated by its incredible beauty and inherent
mystery. In the early 1970s 1 camped there frequently, often
alone, well past the reach of civilization. | became intimately
familiar with its creeks, its caves, and its granite outcrops, from
Sandy Creek to Walnut Spring Creek and beyond. In the winter
I cracked ice-covered springs for water, and later in the season
noted which ones survived a summer drought. In the process I
learned much about the land and myself as well, but the full
meaning and history of the place remained elusive.

Eventually, I turned to a wide variety of books on Texas
history to fill in the gaps of my knowledge. I soon realized there
was more to the place than a series of facts and events presented
in chronological order. What was known of Enchanted rock prior
to the seventeenth century is lost to history. To reach into its
prehistory | delved into hundreds of books on Native Ameri-

parsely scattered across the continent are monuments,
natural in origin. Some are beautiful, others bizarre; a
few reach deeper than the eye or the mind to touch the
human psyche. They are named holy. Enchanted
Rock, which rises above the surrounding oak savanna
like a megalithic monument is such a place.

Composed of some of the oldest rock on earth, this ancient
landmark began taking shape more than a billion years ago. From
the earth’s core, underground rivers of magma (molten rock)
rose like mushrooms that cooled into rock before they surfaced.
Cataclysmic changes occurred. Great mountains and oceans
rose and fell. Volcanoes thrust skyward. Rampaging storms del-
uged the land. Massive rivers formed and slowly subsided, cre-
ating the deep canyons and valleys of the Texas Hill Country.

Over the millennia, erosion worked its way down to the old
rock. Finally,some 10 million years ago, Enchanted Rock emerged,
eventually to stand 1,845 feet above sea level and 325 feet from
base to summit, and one square mile in area. It is the second
largest granite dome in the United States—the largest being Stone
Mountain in Georgia.

Enchanted Rock is the geologic center of Texas. From almost
any place in the park you can see examples representing the
whole evolution of plant life—from lichen (the slowest growing
plant on earth) to mosses, to ferns, to herbaceous plants, to
shrubs and finally trees.

Within the park’s 1,643 acres are over five hundred species of
plants. Over one hundred of these inhabit the vernal pools,
weathered pits which impound soil and water on the summit of
Enchanted Rock and the surrounding outcrops. The vernal pools
are very delicate ecosystems, supporting a unique invertebrate,
the fairy shrimp.

Whether the pools appear as bare rock depressions or filled
with plant life, all the pools are in a process of evolution which
has required thousands of years. Avoid walking through or
otherwise disturbing these areas. In their dormant state, the fairy

PREFACE

cans, anthropology, archacology, and mythology. Gradually, like
photographic paper in a developing tray, a remarkably detailed
image began to emerge.

When humans find a place new to them, they cast a long-
ing gaze across the landscape and see, as in a still pond, not the
land itself but a reflection of their innermost desires. Due to its
unusual shape, it was seen by the Native Americans as a place
set apart by the Creator as a religious shrine. Later, with the
arrival of the Spanish and subsequently the Texans, its mineral-
rich substance, particularly the deposits of gold and silver, be-
came its primary attraction. Today, over 350,000 people annually
come from towns, cities, states, and foreign countries for rest
and recreation at Enchanted Rock.

While the emphasis on the use of Enchanted Rock has
changed, its originial purpose is still intact. To this day Native
Americans journey to this landmark for prayer and ceremony as
do many people of other races and religions. Enchanted Rock
inspires awe and reverence. There is a sense of being, of pres-
ence inherent to this unique monolith which is apparent even to
us today. That will never change.

INTRODUCTION

shrimp appear as dust when the pools are dry.

Almost a dozed of the native plants are unique to the area.
The Hammock fern, Blechnum occidentale L.: the Basin bell-
flower, Campanula reverchonii, and Rock quillwort, Isoetes
lithophylla, can be found here, all of which are considered either
threatened or endangered by the Smithsonian Institution.

Geologically Enchanted Rock and the adjacent granite domes
called inselbergs—island mountains—contain amethyst, beryl,
fluorite, pink feldspar, gold, silver, topaz, tourmaline, and veins of
crystalline quartz.. The exposed surface of Enchanted Rock is
but a small portion of the Enchanted Rock batholith, the upward
intrusion of granite, which occupies over one hundred square
miles beneath the earth’s surface. The surrounding area is vari-
ously called the Llano Uplift, the Granite Highlands, or the Cen-
tral Mineral Region.

Along the northwest face of Enchanted Rock, near the sum-
mit is Enchanted Rock Cave. Actually a capped crevice over 600
feet long with some 20 entrances, it is one of the largest caves
formed within an inselberg mass. Although exploration of the
cave is permitted it should not be done without adequate equip-
ment. The absolute darkness and vertical drops near the lower
levels of the cave make it very hazardous for amateurs. Formerly
the nesting place for rock and canyon wrens, and a roosting site
for cave myotis and other bats. Enchanted Rock Cave is one of
the most ecologically damaged areas in the park.

- Bedrock metates, one of the few Indian artifacts on view at
Enchanted Rock State Natural Area, can be located between
Freshman Mountain and Buzzards Roost near the creekbed. The
metates along with stone monos were used to grind seeds. The
metates are identified by the concave depressions on granite
boulders which are, as a result of years of use, polished smooth.

Here, around twelve thousand years ago, our story begins.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1998 9O




THE FIRST PEOPLE

HUNTING WITH THE ATLATL, OR SPEAR-THROWER.

T, T,
R A T AN

Hunting the mastodon and mammoth, the first people of America
wandered out of ice and tundra into the New World. One of their
numerous migrations charted the Old Pinta Trail, which became a
well-worn route that stretched from Canada down the Great Plains,
crossed Sandy Creek at Enchanted Rock, and continued to South Texas.

hese hunter-gatherers had flint-tipped spears, fire,
and stories. With these resources, some twelve
thousand years ago, the first Texans became the
wellspring of Plains Indian culture.On the basis of
archaeological evicence human habitation at En-
chanted Rock can be traced back at least 10,000
years. Paleo-Indian projectile points, or arrowheads, 11-12,000
years old have been found in the area upstream and downstream
from The Rock. The oldest authenticated projectile pojnt found

within the present day park is a Plainview type, dating back 10,000

years.
The names of the original tribes in the area are not known.
The first written records, dating from the sixteenth century, are of
the Tonkawa. An interesting commentary on Enchanted Rock
and its inhabitants is found in The Scouting Expedition of
McCulloch's Texas Rangers, by Samuel C. Reid, Jr., published in
1848: *““We are unable to give to the reader the traditionary cause
why this place was so named,” Reid wrote about Enchanted

10" ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE

Rock, “but nevertheless, the Indians had a great awe, amounting
almost to a reverence for it, and would tell many legendary tales
connected with it and the fate of a few brave warriors, the last of
atribe now extinct, who defended themselves there for any years
as in a strong castle, against the attacks of their hostile brethren.
But they were finally over come and totally annihilated, and ever
since the ‘Enchanted Rock’ has been looked upon as the exclu-
sive property of these phantom warriors. This is one of the many
tales which the Indians tell concerning it.”

It is very likely that Reid’s informants were the Tonkawa,
who frequently served as guides to the Rangers, and who, more
than any other tribe, would have had any knowledge of “a tribe
now extinct” that inhabited Enchanted Rock.

Due to the lack of published research, the religious beliefs of
the Tonkawa are very sketchy, but seem to have been shaped in
large measure by Tonkawa myths regarding the spirits of the
dead. In The Indians of Texas, published in 1961, the author W.
W. Newcomb Jr., notes: “Souls of women were thought to go




directly to the home in the west singing as they went; souls of
men. however, were apt to hang around watching their living
relatives and calling to them. If the dead were not properly bur-
ied, their spirits would remain to haunt the miscreants...Certain
places were avoided, particularly at night, because strange
sounds attributed to the souls of the dead were heard there.”
Possibly, some of the more ghostly legends and reports of the
Indian’s fearful reactions regarding Enchanted Rock and the
mysterious noises said to emit from it can be traced to the Ton-
kawa.

In the early 1700’s the Apache displaced the Tonkawa at
Enchanted Rock. It is with the Apache myths, which have been
the subject of greater study, that we get a more complete picture
of Plains Indian beliefs as they relate to the sacred nature of
Enchanted Rock.

According to the Apache, the Giver of Life sent the Gan, or
mountain spirits, to teach the people a better way to live, govern,
hunt, and cure illness. Accordingly to the myth, these benevo-
lent but powerful mountain spirits live forever in the mountain’s
caves and can be appealed to for guidance and protection.

By the end of the 1700s the Comanche had displaced the
Apache. The Comanche, like many other plains tribes, looked
upon the sun as the universal father. Jean Louis Berlandier, in his
firsthand account, The Indians of Texas in 1830, wrote: “The
sun seems to be the single object of creation they venerate most
assiduously...In general all the nomadic peoples make no sacri-
fice to him... After the sun, the earth takes second place in their
devotion... Their various superstitious ceremonials, handed
down generation after generation from their ancestors or picked
up in some other way, are celebrated amid the majestic monu-
ments of nature...You may see Comanches and others, hoping
for a revelation or some important inspiration...seek out some
high and lonely place where they build a sort of sepulchre of
stones. There they pay homage to the object of their veneration,
whereupon they go to sleep hoping for a dream that will reveal
the counsel they have prayed for.”

There is no question that Enchanted Rock was the site for
both the Gan dance of the Apache and the vision quest of the
Comanche and other Plains Indians. Some of the earliest Euro-
pean visitors mention seeing stone sepulchures on the summit.
As recently as thirty years ago flint shards were found on a large
flat area on the northwest summit.

In 1892, James R. Mooney wrote in The Ghost Dance Reli-
gion, about Wovoka, a famous Paiute prophet and medicine man,
whose influenced was felt throughout the Plains. Although the
excerpt is not specifically about Enchanted Rock or its native
inhabitants, on a deeper level it speaks directly to the spirit of the
place, Plains Indian spiritual leaders, and the mythological foun-
dation of their religion.

“[Wovoka was] by nature of a solitary and contempla-
tive disposition, one of those born to see visions and hear still
voices...His native valley, from which he has never wandered
[was] roofed over by a cloudless sky in whose blue infinitude the
mind instinctively seeks to penetrate to far off worlds beyond.
Away to the south the view is closed in by the sacred mountain
of the Paiute, where their Father gave them the first fire and
taught them their few simple arts before leaving for his home in
the upper regions of the Sun-land...It seems set apart from the
great world to be the home of a dreamer.”
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PART TWO

THE
" IMAGINARY
FRONTIER

THE INDIAN PICTOGRAPH ABOVE, LOCATED IN SAN SABA COUNTY,
DEPICTS A MISSIONARY WITH THE CROSS IN ONE HAND AND A
FIRM HOLD ON THE SAN SABA RIVER IN THE OTHER. THE MIS-
SION, LOCATED ON THE BANKS OF THE SAN SABA, WAS DE-
STROYED BY THE COMANCHE IN THE 18TH CENTURY.

12 ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE

Ithough the Spanish explorer Alvar Nunez

Cabeza de Vaca passed through Texas in
A the sixteenth century, possibly in the vi-

cinity of the present location of Mason

County, it would take another two hun

dred years before the Spanish would make
their influence felt in the Lomeria, or Hill Country. In the
1700’s several missions—Concepcion, San Jose, San Juan
Capistrano and La Espada—were established in San Anto-
nio . These missions soon became sanctuaries of the Lipan
Apache, who were bitter enemies of the Comanche to the
north.

The Spanish during this period were increasingly con-
cerned about incursions into Texas by the French, who were
supplying arms to the Comanche. In an effort to expand
control of what the Spanish considered their territory to the
north, they sent expeditionary forces into the Hill Country
in search of a suitable site for a mission which was expected
to serve several purposes. Apart from establishing an out-
post in this unknown frontier, it would be the primary mis-
sion for converting the Lipan Apache to Christianity. The
mission, with its Apache warriors, would also be a buffer
against Comanche attacks further south, particularly on the
settlement in San Antonio.

The area had been know as the Apacheria; however,
the Comanche were rapidly claiming it as their own. In June
1753 an expedition was sent in search of a location for the
proposed mission. Led by Lieutenant Juan Galvan from the
Presidio de San Antonio de Bejar, the regions around the
Pedernales and Llano Rivers were explored with disappoint-
ing results. Finally, along the San Saba River they found
what they had been seeking; fertile soil, timber and abun-
dant water.

The cautious Spanish sent another expedition to con-
firm the recommendation of Galvan. That expedition re-
turned with even more intriguing information. Their Indian
guides spoke of the Cerro del Almagre, or Hill of Red Ochre.
Suddenly rumors abounded in San Antonio regarding the
potential for gold and silver mines in the region.

Inspired by rumor, ten men with Lipan guides sought
to locate the fabled Cerro del Almagre and their fortunes.
But fortune turned against them when their guides deserted
the expedition to join other Apache on an assault against
the Comanche. The Apache were to rendezvous at a land-
mark called La Rodilla, or The Knee. In Enchanted Rock
Country, Robert S. Weddle (1979), states: “in the account
of the episode, however, occurs the only mention yet found
in Spanish documents of a landmark that might be inter-
preted to mean Enchanted Rock..."The Knee’...seems a fair
description of the prominent feature.”

On February 17, 1756, under orders from the governor
of Texas, Jacinto de Barrios y Jauregui, Bernardo de Miranda
y Flores departed San Antonio with twenty-three men with
instructions to locate Cerro del Almagre. Eight days later,
having endured torrential rains, flooded rivers, and rocky
terrain, they arrived at the Almagre. Camping on Honey




Creek, the expedition discovered a red ochre hill on Riley Moun-
tain near the present-day Llano. Within the hill Miranda claimed
to have found a tremendous stratum of silver-bearing ore.

“The mines which are in the Cerro del Almagre,” Miranda
reported, ‘‘are so numerous that | guarantee to give every settler
in the province of Texas a full claim... The principal vein is more
than two varas in width and in its westward lead appears to be of
immeasurable thickness... | commanded that the work be contin-
ued on the cave of almagre, to which | gave the name and com-
manded that it be called San Jose del Alcazar. | also commanded
that on the following day six soldiers be furnished to explore for
a long distance off to the west, as it was not feasible to continue
the march to examine the other places, because most of the sol-
diers were now ncarly on foot with the horses tired and footsore,
and of those who accompanied me there was no one who was
able to serve as a guide to discover the other Almagre Grande...

“Leaving [the camp of San Miguel] toward the west, there
are mineral veins again, although they are much scarcer than at
San Joseph del Alcazar. 1 saw these for most to the ten leagues
that I traveled until sighting the high hill they call Santiago.”

Roderick Patten suggests in his article **‘Miranda’s Inspec-
tion of Los Almagres: His Journal, Report and Petition,” (1970)
that Cerro de Santiago could well have been Enchanted Rock.
Indeed its name comes as close in spirit to describing Enchanted
Rock as La Rodilla does in describing its appearance.

We have no record, written or otherwise, for any Indian
designation of Enchanted Rock. During the historic period most
Native Americans spoke Spanish as a second language. Cerro de
Santiago is Spanish for Hill of the Sacred One. Ending with an
“0” makes “the sacred one” masculine, thus we can say, the
“sacred man.” Among Native Americans anything sacred is said
to have, or be, medicine. Thus, if we were to conjecture on the
Indian name for Enchanted Rock we could surmise it was Hill of
the Medicine Man, or Medicine Man Hill.

From a hill virtually due west of the Almagre (currently on
Ranch Road 114) looking due south Enchanted Rock makes a
unique and impressive sight.

Miranda returned to San Antonio three weeks later with
ore samples which proved promising, but skeptical officials and
subsequent events worked against Miranda’s discovery. Al-
though the mine was never reopened by the Spanish, it gave
birth to numerous legends of lost Spanish mines in the Central
Mineral Region which persist to this day.

In 1756, the Mission Santa Cruz de San Saba was estab-
lished on the banks of the San Saba River under the leadership of
Father Alonso Giraldo de Terreros. Three miles upstream the
Presidio de San Luis de las Amarillas was built to provide protec-
tion for the mission. But, as Robert S. Weddle points out in The
San Saba Mission (1964), “While this placement reduced the
likelihood of military meddling in mission afTairs, it rendered im-
possible defense of the mission in case of attack.”

The presidio was under the command of colonel Don Di-
ego Ortiz Parrilla, who considered the location of the mission ill-
advised and almost immediately requested it be moved to the Rio
de las Chanas (Llano River), where the fabled Cerro del Almagre
would be close at hand. Parrilla’s garrison was, at the time, the
largest in Texas, with almost four hundred inhabitants, including
women and children. Because the mission and its presidio was
essentially Comanche territory, and because the Spanish were
allies of the Apache, hostility was inevitable.

The mission was beset by problems too numerous to detail
here. Perhaps Father Terreros said it all: “All Hell is joined to-

While the majority of his party
were busy digging for silver,
Miranda lead a smaller expedi-
tion in search of other mines.
Near a place called Cerro de
Santiago, or Hill of the Sacred
One, he found additional, but
less abundant veins of silver.

gether to impede this enterprise.” Although the Apache had
encouraged the establishment of a mission, they never lived up
to their end of the bargain. Two months after the mission was
founded, three thousand Apache arrived there but refused to
stay. The Apache were on a mission of their own—enroute to
either a buffalo hunt or a campaign against the Comanche, de-
pending upon which chief one listened to. After receiving gifts
from the Spanish, they departed returning a few days later with
buffalo meat for the missionaries. But the Apache left again
almost immediately. It seems certain they knew that the enter-
prise, well inside Comanche territory, was doomed. But if it pro-
vided the pretext for an all-out conflict between the Spanish and
the Comanche, so much the better; why fight an enemy when
you can induce a superior force to take up the task? To further
that end, the gifts the Apache accepted from the Spanish mis-
sionaries were left here and there on the trail in a effort to impli-
cate the Spanish in the raids.

Seven months after being visited by the Spanish, Santa
Cruz de San Saba was attacked by approximately two thousand
Indians, many armed with Frenchrifles. The Comanche, in asso-
ciation with the Tejas, Tonkawa, Bidai, and others, burned the
mission to the ground. A few survivors escaped to the presidio,
and after a brief siege the Indians abandoned the field of battle.

In 1766, Marquis de Rubi, the inspector general for King
Charles 111 of Spain, was sent to Mexico to report on the condi-
tion and viability of the entire Spanish frontier. With the Spanish

.acquisition of Louisiana, the French threat to the Spanish claims

on Texas ceased to exist. According to Rubi, the presidio on the
San Saba defended an “imaginary frontier”, and its men and ma-
terial should be put to better use. The presidio was abandoned
in 1768.

Despite Rubi’s assessment, the frontier was real enough,
as was the Comanche’s ability to claim it for over a century. But
the numerous legends of lost Spanish mines would prove irre-
sistible to future settlers on the frontier and those legends would
be Spain’s most enduring legacy in the Lomeria, or Hill Country.

Even today, Enchanted Rock, Packsaddle Mountain, Riley
Mountain, and the San Saba Mission inspire stories of lost trea-
sure and abandoned mines. In effect, Rubi’s imaginary frontier
became the frontier for the imagination.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1988 13




PART THREE LA

y the turn of the century the Spaniards

faced a more immediate problem than the

Comanche. The Mexican campaign

for liberation had begun in 1810

and finally met with success

in 1821. With the Span-
ish out of the way. the Mexi-
cans inherited the “Indian
problem™. Mexico's solution
was to allow Anglos to settle that
troublesome piece of land knows as
Texas. The Anglo settlers wereto be a
buffer between Mexico and the hostile
Southern Plains Indian raiding parties
which had been know to traverse the entire
length of Texas, from north of the Red River
down across the Rio Grande and into Mexico.
With the Texans in the way, the Indians would
get whatever they were after, or get killed, be-
fore reaching Mexico.

In 1822, with the blessing of the Mexican
government, Stephen F. Austin, with three hundred
families, founded San Felipe de Austin, forty miles
west of present Houston. Immigrant Anglos poured
into the area. Like a river that had exceeded it banks,
the flood of dreamers, desperadoes, and just plain desti-
tute had lefi'their lives in the States and had *‘gone to
Texas™.

Within eight years Austin’s colony was home to over
four thousand Texans. If the settlers had a hard time, at least
they also had hope. The Indians were desperate. Epidemics of
smallpox were devastating the Plains tribes from Canada to
Mexico. Old hostilities between many tribes were set aside in
their struggle for survival. There had been more tribes of Indians
in Texas than in any other state, and those that still survived,
roamed the Hill Country like dispossessed refugees. Although
the Comanche dominated the region, they were intermingled with
bands of Lipan Apache, Kiowa, Arapaho, Waco, Caddo,
Tehuacanas, Cheyenne, Delaware, Shawnee, Cherokee and oth-

ers.

As early as 1821, Austin had heard and repeated stories of
a gold dust mine on the Llano River and an abandoned Spanish
silver mine on the San Saba. In 1829, James Bowie and his brother
Rezin, are said to have led a group of men searching for the Lost
San Saba Mine. Some tales say they found the mine, others just
the opposite. In any event, the name ‘Bowie’ and ‘1829’ carved
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GONE To TEXAS

on a stone pillar at the abandoned Presidio de San
Saba, and the word ‘mine’, carved there later, added
circumstantial substance to the tales. With so
many Indians on so little land coveted by so
many Texans; and with legends of gold and
silver in the region. trouble was a certainty.
That same year, Captain Henry S.
Brown led a group of thirty Texans on a
campaign to subdue Waco and
Techuacana Indians, who were torment-
ing Austin's colony. On their way to
the headwaters of the Colorado they
encountered hostile Indians twice. kill-
ing nine. The second encounter was
ataplace called “the enchanted rock’.
On his return Captain Brown de-
scribed the landmark and is credited
with having “discovered” En-
chanted Rock.
One wonders whether Cap-
tain Brown and his men, having
covered so much territory and ¢n-
countered so few Indians, wcre
hunting hostiles or, like the Bowie
brothers, hunting treasure. If they
hadn’t heard of the legendary San
> Sabamine in 1829, which is unlikcly,
8 they would surely have learned of
it two years later when Austin pub-
lished a brief account of this fabled
mine in a promotional booklet for his
settlement. '
The years that immediately followed
were not suitable for such frivolous pur-
suits as searching for lost mines. The Tex-
ans, imported by the Mexicans as a buffer
against the Indians, were bent on independence.
Ironically, the Mexican government had gained independence
and acquired Texas from Spain; and they lost that frontier a mcre
fifteen years later in 1836, when the Texans concluded their own
war of independence.

With Mexico's interference out of the way, the attention of
many Texans returned to the lost mines and the mysterious E:n-
chanted Rock. In 1838 the New York Mirror published an ac-
count of a prospecting trip on the San Saba River that included
mention of an “Enchanted” or “Holy Mountain” near the head-
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Buffalo Hump’s band then split up to
evade capture, meeting later at the
prominent landmark Enchanted
Rock. After two years of captivity,
Mrs. Webster managed to escape to
San Antonio with her children.

Upon her return, she told of gold
and silver mines and brilliant stones

the Indians possessed that looked
like diamonds.

waters of Sandy Creek. According to the article, “The
Comanche's regarded this hill with religious veneration, and that
Indian pilgrims frequently assemble from the remotest borders of
the region to perform their Paynim [pagan] rites upon its sum-
mit.”

That same year the general land office opened in Texas.
Speculators and surveyors, intrigued by stories of lost gold and
silver mines, began a concerted exploration of Indian lands, par-
ticularly in the Central Mineral Region. For the Indians, it was
nothing short of an invasion. Provided with arms and ammuni-
tion, both bought and stolen from the Mexicans, Indian attacks
upon settlers and surveyors began to increase in frequency and
ferocity. Surveyors, considered by the Indians as the advanced
guard for settlers, were particularly at risk. During the first year
the land office was in operation, the majority of surveyors were
killed in the line of duty.

On March 16, 1838, a headright certificate issued to Anavato
Martinez and his wife, Maria Jesusa Trevino, granted a league
and labor of land which included Enchanted Rock. Given the
seriousness of Indian troubles during that time, ownership of
Enchanted Rock was largely wishful thinking.

In October of 1841, Anavato Martinez sold his headright
certificate, which included Enchanted Rock, to James Robinson,
who held title of the property for three years before selling it to a
business associate, Samuel A. Maverick.

During the summer of 1838, James Webster with his wife
children and a dozen hired hands, led his wagon train toward the
fork of the San Gabriel River to settle his headright league. Enroute
they were attacked by a band of Comanches led by Chief Buffalo
Hump. All the men were killed. Mrs. Webster, her young son,
and three year old daughter were taken captive.

Buffalo Hump’s band then split up to evade capture, meet-
ing later at the prominent landmark Enchanted Rock. After two
years of captivity, Mrs. Webster managed to escape to San An-
tonio with her children. Upon her return, she told of gold and
silver mines and brilliant stones the Indians possessed that looked
like diamonds. The ‘diamonds’ were actually quartz crystals
which were found in the area and were sacred objects to the
Indians. Mrs. Webster’s stories simply confirmed what the Tex-

ans already believed; there was gold, or at least silver, in the
Texas hills.
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PART FOUR

WILLIAM KENNEDY'S

“The groundwork for an accurate and comprehensive knowledge about Texas is found in
the work of the Englishman Kennedy, for a number of years British consul in Galveston.
In addition to a detailed history, there is also an extensive description of all the natural
conditions of the country. Careful critical use of all available sources gives this work
especial worth. It must be remembered, however, that the author learned to know only
a small portion of the country through personal observations and that he had to rely upon
reports of other persons, which caused errors and discrepancies to creep in.”

—Dr. Ferdinand Roemer (1852)
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ince the time of the Spanish, San Antonio had been

the wellspring of legend regarding the Central Min-

eral Region. While many adventurers left San Anto-
nio in search of lost Spanish mines, British diplomat

William Kennedy visited San Antonio to mine the

rich vein of tales regarding the mysterious frontier.
Kennedy’s book, Texas, published in 1841, was so well received
in Germany it became the catalyst that shaped the destiny of the
Texas frontier. Kennedy’s descriptions of the “*flower-spangled”
landscape, lost mines, and the mysterious landmark Enchanted
Rock fueled the imaginations of the German noblemen, who or-
ganized a society for Texas immigrants.

“Some specimens of gold and silver have been
brought from the neighborhood of the San Saba hills and the
mountainous region about one hundred and fifty miles north-
east [sic] of Bexar,” Kennedy wrote. Although Kennedy clearly
noted his reliance on Mexican legend regarding the Spanish mines
in the region, the stories had the ring of truth.

Enchanted Rock, the most unusual landmark in the area
and the gateway to the land of lost mines was described by
Kennedy: *“About twenty-five miles from the Colorado, on the
northwestern branch of the Piedernales [sic.], is a rock, consid-
ered one of the natural curiosities of Texas. It is about two hun-
dred feet high, of an oval form, and half embedded in the soil. It
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is composed of parti-colored flints, and reflects the sunbeams
with great brilliancy. A spring gushing forth near its summit
sprinkles its sides with water. Owing, it is supposed, to the
presence of some phosphoric substance, it wears an illuminated
aspect on dark nights. This rock is held sacred by the Indians,
who visit it at stated periods, for the purpose of paying homage
to the Great Spirit, after their wild and primitive fashion.”

Despite the factual errors—there is no spring on its
summit, it is composed of granite, not flint, and there is no phos-
phoric substance, etc.—the influence of Kennedy’s work cannot
be underestimated. [t was the most comprehensive book on
Texas written by a man who had a remarkable grasp on the politi-
cal and economic issues of the time. In print, legend and rumor
often carry the weight of fact, and many people of the day be-
lieved Kennedy’s observations. And their belief determined their
actions. Consequently, Kennedy’s book actually shaped the
course of Texas history.

Kennedy's remarks regarding the presence of gold and
silver mines were actually true. Shortly before the turn of the
century Gail Borden, founder of the Borden Milk Company, owned
a gold dust mine on Sandy Creek. Furthermore, silver mines have
been in almost continuous operation in Llano County since
Miranda’s discovery in the 1700s.
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JACK HAYS

“Me and Red Wing not afraid to go to hell together.
Captain Jack heap brave; not afraid to go to hell by himself.”

—Chief Flacco, Lipan Apache guide

t the age of nineteen, Tennes- hardships and exposure without perceptible
sean John (Jack) Coffee K effect...] have frequently seen him sitting by
Hays emigrated to San An- @85 DB T his camp fire at night in some exposed local-
tonio in 1837, where he ity, when rain was falling in torrents, or a
readily found employ cold norther with sleet or snow was whis-
ment in his profession tling about his ears, apparently as uncon-
as a surveyor. At the time the survey- scious of all discomfort as if he had been
ors were also members of a ranging seated in some cozy room of a first class ho-
company, or as they were called at the tel; and this, perhaps, when all he had eaten
time a spy company. These men were the for supper was a hand full of pecans or piece
only protection on the frontier and later came of hard tack. But above all, he was extremely
to be known as the Texas Rangers. Due to cautious where the safety of his men was con-
Hays’ courage, leadership, and endurance, he cerned, but when it was a mere question of personal
rapidly rose to the rank of captain. In those danger his bravery bordered closely on rashness.”
early days the Rangers who patrolled the fron- A year prior to Hays’ arrival in Texas, an event
tier, lived like the Indians they fought; and a /’ occurred in the Indian Queen Hotel in Washing-
position of leadership among the Rangers ton, D. C., that would change the course of
was achieved only by the consent of warfare against the Indians. There,
the men. As Ranger Rip Ford twenty one year old Samuel Colt
wrote of Hays in 1885: “ No of- was examining with pride the
ficer ever possessed more patent he had just received
completely the esteem, the for his revolving pistol. Five
confidence, and the love years earlier, when Colt was a
of his men”, sailor aboard a ship bound tor
Hays was an Calcutta, he whittled to while away
enigma. His boyish ap- the time, but he was no ordinary
pearance and slight build— whittler. What he fashioned was his
he was under five foot eight model for the weapon that would play
inches tall and weighed barely a central role in the “winning of the
150 pounds—belied his at- West”.
tributes as a leader of the hardiest It is unclear when Colt came to Texas
and, of necessity, meanest men on to promote his revolver, either in 1839 or 1840.
the Texas frontier. Amid the other large Initially he was unable to find a market for his inven-
and robust Rangers, Hays seemed more like a tion. Captain Hays, however, immediately recognizing
camp follower. Thin, pale, and restless, he spoke little and the tactical advantage of the weapon, acquired several of the
ate less. Yet when occasion demanded, he could shoot straighter, “five-shooters” for himself and his men. Hays and his Rangers,
fight meaner, ride faster, cuss fouler, yell louder and endure hard-  particularly Samuel Walker, tested the weapons and even recom-

ships better than any man in his command. mended modifications, which Walker was sent back East to su-
J. W. Wilbarger, a Ranger serving under Hays, wrote in his  pervise. _
book Indian Depredation in Texas, published in 1889: “Colonel In the hands of Jack Hays and his Rangers, the Colt re-

‘Hays was especially fitted by nature for this frontier service. He  volver represented a sudden and decisive turn of events in con-
‘was a man rather under the medium size, but wiry and active and  frontations with the Indian. Priorto acquiring the revolvers, !he
ifted m,_such an iron constitution that he was able to undergo  Rangers had to dismount in order to reload their muzzle-loading




rifles, while the Indians, with their bows and arrows, could re-
main mounted and mobile. Also, it was a common plan of attack
for the Indians to draw fire and, while their opponent was reload-
ing, to charge the virtually defenseless adversary.

James Wilson Nichols, a scout in Hays’ command, gives
the following description of the training Hays demanded after
the Rangers acquired the revolver: “We kept out scouts all the
time, when one would come in another would go out, and those
not on scout were every day practicing horsemanship and marks-
manship. We put up a post about the size of a common man, then
put up another about forty yards farther on. We would run our
horses full speed and discharge our rifles at the first post, draw
our pistols and fire at the second. At first there was some wild
shooting but we had not practiced two months until there was
not many men that would not put his balls in the center of the
posts.

“Then we drew a ring about the size of a mans head and
soon every man could put both his balls in the circle. We would
practice this awhile, then try riding like the Comanche Indians.
After practicing for three or four months we became so perfect
that we would run our horses half or full speed and pick up a hat,
a coat, a blanket, or rope, or even a silver dollar, stand up in the
saddle, throw ourselves on the side of our horses with only a
foot and a hand to be seen, and shoot our pistols under the
horse’s neck, rise up and reverse, etc.”

In the fall of 1841 the twenty three year old Hays camped
with his party of twenty Ranger surveyors on Crabapple Creek,
not far from Enchanted Rock. Early the next morning a fellow
Ranger, Ben McCullouch, overheard Hays talking to his guns—
two of Colt’s five-shooters. While giving them a good cleaning,
Hays murmured; “I may not need you, but if I do I will need you
mighty bad.” A short time later Hays rode out alone to inspect
the legendary Enchanted Rock. Hays, thoroughly familiar with
the Indian and their beliefs, he must have known that if there
were any Comanche in the area, they would not tolerate his intru-
sion on sacred land; furthermore, their reaction to a surveying
party would be especially fierce. Needless to say, when the
Comanche saw the notorious Jack Hays on their holy mountain
with surveying equipment, they were as angry as teased wasps.
When the Indians attacked, Hays headed for the summit, where
he held out until his companions arrived to finish the fight.

The Comanche hadn’t counted on Hays’ Colts. With two
five-shooters and a rifle he was better armed than ten men with
muzzle-loading rifles. Especially when you take into account the
element of surprise. The Comanche’s old methods of attacking a
stranded white where suddenly useless.

According to most accounts, the Comanche lost between
ten and twenty warriors in the confrontation. Out gunned and
bewildered by the sudden change of events, the Comanche quit
the field and sought escape in the labyrinth of Enchanted Rock
Cave.

The credit for the victory went to Jack Hays, who couldn’t
resist the climb to the summit of Enchanted Rock, alone. But the
unsung hero of the day was Samuel Colt.

Texas’ most renowned Ranger, Hays attained the rank of
Captain at twenty-three, major at twenty-five, and colonel at thirty-
four. In 1849, the year of the gold rush, Hays left Texas for
California. He served as sheriff of San Francisco County for four
years, and in 1853, President Franklin Pierce appointed Hays
Surveyor General of California. As part of his duties, Hays laid
out the city of Oakland. It is said his last Indian fight was in
Tz\lsevada in 1846. Jack Hays died in Piedmont, California, on April

, 1883,
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THENEW PROMISEDL AND

There have been times when desperate people in hopeless
situations were rescued by someone who arrives on the scene with
the perfect combination of character, ability, and dedication.
Such was the fortune of the German immigrants
in Texas during the 1840°’s.

group of German noblemen advocating immigration to Texas as a
solution to the problems of political unrest and overpopulation

aron Otfried Han Freiherr von Mecusebach relin-
quished his hereditary title when he left Germany en

route to Texas. When he arrived in his new home
land in May 1845 he insisted on being known
simply as John O. Meusebach. At the

age of thirty three, having left family,
friend, and title behind, he was to assume the
almost impossible responsibility of commis- ..
sioner general for the Manizer Adelverein ¢
for the Protection of German Immigrants
in Texas.

Before leaving Germany Meusebach
had devoted several years of study to
the possibility of immigration, particu-
larly to Texas. Of all materials written
about the area, Texas: The Rise,

P
o,
i

Progress, and Prospects of the Republic %%
of Texas (1841), by William Kennedy, Brit- ¥,
ish consul in Galveston was the most in- £}/
fluential on Meusebach and the Society 4 -
as well. Of particular interest to the Soci- “+.5.;"

ety was Kennedy’s remarks on the exist-
ence of abandoned Spanish silver
mines along the Texas frontier. Re-
marking on the book, Irene
Marschall King, granddaughter
of Meusebach, wrote in John O.
Meusebach: German Colonizer in
Texas (1967): “Asan official Kennedy
described places with exactitude and
authority. The very name of one land-
mark, Enchanted Rock, added to fascina-
tion the beckoning land. Meusebach hoped £+
to probe for a scientific explanation of the mysteri- :
ous sounds that were said to issue at times from the 640
acres of solid granite. He marveled that such an immense out-
cropping of mountainous rock was located in an area bearing the
name “Llano” the Spanish word for “plain”. He wanted to know
the reason for this contradiction.”

The Society was founded in March of the previous year by a
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facing Germany. The organization soon fell victim to the unscru-
pulous Texan, Henry Francis Fischer, when it purchased,
sight unseen, an interest in the Fisher-Miller Land Grant.
Located between the Llano and San Saba Rivers,
O the four million acre grant was in the very heart-

land of the legendary lost Spanish mines.
Fisher knew that the grant was too
far from the coast and inhabited by too many
\» Comanches to be suitable for a settlement.
3, Furthermore, in order to make himself and
£}/ his partner, Burchard Miller, seem important,
he claimed they had already put $60,000
into the project. Butas Price Carl zu Solms-
Braunfels, the first commissioner general,
wrote in his report of the February 8, 1845
; to the Society: “Yet every person here,
)‘ %  from the President of Texas to the small-
oS \)ﬁ‘ est Negro lad, knows that if Messrs.

! Fisher and Miller both were put under a
\%," cotton press, not one dollar, let alone
$60,000 could be pressed out of them
both.” In a letter dated June 11,
1845, to his successor, Meuse-
bach, the prince stated that Fisher
was not worth “the cord it would
take to hang him and Miller.”
As if the swindle were not complete,
Fisher obtained, in addition to the
$11,000 for an interest in the grant, an-
other $2,360 from the German's to purchase
supplies for the settlers. Virtually all of the
money was “misappropriated”.
The Society's attempt to settle the grant was stalled in
New Braunfels with 439 people waiting and, for the most part
living at the expense of the Society. Almost immediately upon
assuming his responsibilities as commissioner general, Meuse-
bach discovered, to his dismay, the Society was virtually bank-
rupt due to the financial mismanagement of the prince; and that




the settlers, after a year of waiting to relocate to the grant, were
understandably impatient. Added to those pressures was the
fact that, according to the contract with the Republic of Texas,
the grant had to be settled by August 1847. Ifnot, all efforts and
investments would have been in vain.

The fabled silver mines were the “ace-in-the-hole” for the
Immigration Company. Solms-Braunfels mentions them in his
book Texas, 1844-1845: “As to the knowledge of the mountains
[the Fisher Miller Grant], most of it is obtained from the Mexi-
cans, who in turn received it from the nomadic Indians. They
describe the mountains as rich in ore, especially copper and sil-
ver. This statement is also confirmed by the old documents
drawn up for the leasing of land. It is likewise well known that
Texas as a territory had opened several silver mines, directed by
the Spanish government; but these immeiately after the outbreak
of the mexican Revolution, due partly to the order of the govern-
ment and partly to the inimical Indian tribes, were destroyed. In
spite of the many efforts, they have not as yet been found, nor
are they likely to be, except by the establishing of colonies in the
mountains. This can be done in time, provided there is sufficient
protection against the Indians. Sojourns in the mountains up till
now have been limited to four weeks because of the difficulty of
carrying supplies such as biscuits, cornmeal, coffee, and bacon
for approximately twenty men besides fodder for the beasts of
burden.”

Perhaps the Prince, viewed by many Texans as an effite primp,
lacked the fortitude necessary for the task. Fortunately for the
immigrants his replacement Meusebach was equal to the chal-
lenge.

With the deadline looming on the horizon, Meusebach pressed
forward on the obligation to settle the frontier. In May 1846 he
founded the community of Fredericksburg. In November Meuse-
bach was informed in a letter from Germany written by the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Society that 4,304 lmmlorants were on their
way to Texas.

[f the prospect of even more immigrants wasn't enough to
trouble Meusebach, Dr. Shubert, who was appointed by Meuse-
bach as director of the settlement in Fredericksburg heaped on
more problems. In Meusebach’s own words from Answer to
Interrogatories (1894) he wrote: “Without my knowledge and
authorization the so-called “Doctor Schubert” had raised a com-
pany in the latter months of 1846 at Fredericksburg, and with his
men and a cannon! had started out to be the first one inside of
the limits of the grant. He never dared to cross the Llano River,
and cowardly returned without a shot fired, making now a report
to me that it was impossible to get into the colony, because it was
full of hostile Indians. That report could not be allowed to go
abroad unrebuked. It would have created despondency amongst
the emigrants and the Company...”

Meusebach began making plans to do the impossible—en-
ter the land grant and attempt to treaty for peace with the Co-
manche. His assessment of the entire situation was clear: “With
the buying of that grant the doom of the [immigration] company
was sealed,” Meusebach wrote. “They did not know what they
bought. They undertook to fulfill what was impossible to fulfill.
They did not have the means nor the time to fulfill it. Neither of
the contracting parties nor their agents has ever seen a particle
of the land in question. The territory set aside for settlement was
more than three hundred miles from the coast, more than one
hundred and fifty miles outside of all settlements, and in the
undisturbed possession of hostile Indians. The government
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had promised no aid to take it out of the hands of the Indians. It
had to be conquered,” Meusebach concluded, “by force or by
treaty.”

That same year, Prince Solms-Braunfels published his own
book, Texas: 1844-1845, in which he noted that “between the
Pedernales and the Llano Rivers is the enchanted rock, which
can be seen from a great distance. ..

“As to knowledge of the mountain,” he wrote, “most of it is
obtained from the Mexicans, who in turn received it from the
nomadic Indians. They describe the mountains as rich in ore,
especially copper and silver. This statement is confirmed by the
old documents drawn up for the leasing of land... In spite of the
many efforts, they have not as yet been found, nor are they likely
to be, except by establishing colonies in the mountains. This can
be done in time, provided there is sufficient protection against
the Indians.”

At the request of the prince, the Berlin Academy of Sciences
send Dr. Ferdinand von Roemer to Texas in 1845 to evaluate the
mineral assets of the grant. Upon his arrival in Galveston, Roemer
met with William Kennedy before heading inland. Undoubtedly,
the unusual geologic formation of Enchanted Rock, and the ru-
mors of gold and silver mines Kennedy had included in his book
were discussed with the geologist, particularly the Lost San Saba
Mine which many believed to be located within the grant.

Roemer found the settlement in New Braunfels at the peak of
insurrection. One the last day of December, 1846, *“a mob num-
bering about one hundred fifty persons,” Roemer wrote, “armed
with clubs and pistols came up the hill on which the buildings of
the Verein stood. A deputation, composed of several individuals
not enjoying the best reputation, went to the home of Herr von
Meusebach. The rest contented themselves at first to wait for an
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answer from the delegation. When it was not forthcoming imme-
diately, they crowded into the house and committed a number of
excesses in the anteroom and uttered loud threats against the life
of Herr von Meusebach. In the meantime, the negotiations were
carried on in the adjoining room. Mr. H. Fischer [sic.], who had
arrived from Houston a few days prior to this and from whom the
Verein had bought the land, led the negotiations on the part of
the deputation... The immediate motive for this insurrection was,
however the machinations of a man, [Fisher] who to further his
own selfish interests, was greatly concerned in getting rid of
Herr von Meusebach...”

Meusebach pacified the rebels agreeing to several demands,
on of which included his resignation as soon as a replacement
could be found.

On January 14, 1847, a company of men led by Meusebach
embarked on their journey to treaty for peace with the Comanche.
Suffering ill health, Roemer had to wait to depart of Fredericks-
burg on January 20, arriving in Fredericksburg five days later.

On February 5, Indian agent Robert S. Neighbors arrived
with an urgent message for Meusebach from the Texas Governor
Pickney Henderson. The belated message urged Meusebach
not to venture into Comanche territory for fear he would further
arouse the already hostile Indians. Seizing the opportunity,
Roemer joined neighbors in pursuit of the Meusebach expedi-
tion.

“As my condition had improved in the meantime,” roemer
wrote, “l resolved to make use of this opportunity to see the
unknown Indian land on the Llano and San Saba rivers. My
preparations were of the simplest kind and were completed within
a few hours.” With those somewhat offhand remarks, Roemer
embarked on the adventure of a lifetime.
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PART SEVEN

 THE OPEN FRONTIER

The Treaty Of Peace Between John Meusebach And The Comanche Nation on
March 1847 opened up almost four million acres for settlement. All or part of
Concho, Kimble, Llano, Mason, McCulloch, Menard, Sansaba, Schleicher, Sutton,
and Tom Green counties were created as a result of the treaty.

THE FISHER-MILLER GRANT. DETAIL FROM ROMER'S MAP CIRCA. 1847 SHOWING THE ROUND TRIP ROUTE INTO COMANCHE TERRITORY. THE MAP SHOWS THE
COLORADO RIVER'S HEADWATERS TOO FAR TO THE SOUTH (BOTTOM LEFT). COMPARE THIS WITH THE MAP ON PAGE 31 MADE SIX YEARS LATER.,

he Meusebach expedition left Fredericksburg on
January 22, 1847 to the Fisher-Miller grant which
lay deep in the heart of Comanche territory. The
group consisted of three wagons and forty men
including Lorenzo de Rozas. As a child Rozas had
been kidnapped by the Comanche. By virtue of his
knowledge of the Comanche language and the territory, Rozas
was appointed guide and interpreter. The German Immigration
Company was virtually bankrupt and the desire to locate the
Spanish silver mines was a faint ray of hope. The pragmatic
Meusebach commented, “I do not really count the silver mines
until we have them.”

The expedition got off to an inauspicious start. On their
second day, one of their men was seriously injured when his rifle
exploded while on a buffalo hunt, so he had to return to Freder-
icksburg. Also, while building a campfire it began to burn out of
control. In futility, Meusebach'’s men fought the prairie fire for
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thirty-six hours. The earth was burned for miles around and the
event most certainly alerted any Indians in the area as to their
presence.

Seventeen days after their departure Meusebach and his men
encountered a hunting party of Shawnee in the immediate vicin-
ity of the Llano River. After communicating to the Indians in
broken English they hired three Shawnee as hunters who told
Meusebach that his expedition was under constant surveillance
by the Comanche whose tracks they had detected.

Finally, on February 5, the expedition encountered a party of
Comanche advancing in their direction carrying a white flag. Af-
ter assuring their leader, Ketemoczy, of the peaceful intent of the
expedition the two parties joined in a meal. The next day, accom-
panied by even more Comanche, the Meusebach party was led .
to the main camp on the San Saba River.

The following account is from an anonymous report taken
from the files of two officers of the expedition who later returned




to Germany. Entitled “Mecusebach's Expedition into the Terri- B :
tory of the Comanche Indians in January, 1847.” It originally I want to send men with that

appeared in an early number of Magazine of Literature From thing which the red faces say steals
Abroad: “The first day’s journey beyond the Llano took us

across large layers of granite, which could hold deposits of the land (COITIPE!SS) and survey the
precious metals. The following day we crossed a quartz regiion . 5 fth b
where we found rock crystals the size of a fist... On February 7 entire "cglon of the San Saba as well

we finally approached their wigwams on the San Saba River and : :
here we were given a ceremonious reception. From the distance as the entire reglon as far as the

we saw a large number of Indians in their colorful array coming Concho so that will know the exact
down the hill in formation. As we came nearer they entered the .

valley, all mounted, and formed a long front. In the center was boundaries of the area where we can
the flag; on the right wing were the warriors, divided in sections i . o

and each section had a chief, the left wing was formedby t h e 80 and till the soil.

women and children, also mounted. The entire spec-
tacle presented a rich and colorful picture be-
cause the garb of the Comanche on festive
occasions is indeed beautiful and in
good taste. The neck and
ears arc decorated with
pearls and shells and the
arms with heavy brass
rings. The long hairof
the men is braided &
into long plaits, )
which, when inter- s
laced with buffalo hair,
reaches from head to foot
and is decorated with many
silver ornaments.”

To complete this description
of the Comanche, Jean Louis
Berlandier wrote in his book,
The Indians of Texas in
1830: “their skin is a fine
copper-brown, height-
ened with cinnabar, of
which they use a great
deal. Some of them /
smear their bodies
with powdered char-
coal, others chalk,
and many of them
have three lines tat-
tooed from the lower
eyelid over the cheeks.
The thing that makes the Co-
manche and several other natives
look so different is the absence of
beards, and the way they completely -
pluck out their eyebrows and lashes.”

“As we approached the formation

) —]John Meusebach speaking to the Comanche chiefs.
/
S

ﬁ\gé /‘,,’_;; j
%1 by two to six thousand Co-
“/ manche [sources vary on the ac-
' tual number]. That may have been
a foolhardy act. However, in the
face of such overwhelming numbers
" Meusebach's decision was not only
the wisest, but possibly the only ratio-
nal course of action.
Meanwhile, near Fredericksburg, Indian agent
Robert S. Neighbors, and geologist Dr. Ferdinand von Roemer
were enroute to overtake the Meusebach expedition. Neigh-
bors carried an urgent message from Texas governor
Henderson to call off the meeting for fear it would further
incite the Comanche. Roemer’s mission, however, was to
inspect the mineral potential of the Fisher-Miller grant.
“We arose at sunup,” Roemer recounted,  and after a
short delay, caused by the preparation of our breakfast con-
sisting of coffee, fried bacon and bread, our little company
was on its way. Jim Shaw, a six foot tall, strong Delaware
chief, led the way on a beautiful American horse. Viewed
from the rear, he looked quite civilized, since he wore a dark,
stylish cloth coat which he had bought in Austin in a haber-
dashery, and a black semi-military oil cloth cap. Viewed from
in front, his brown features, however, betrayed his Indian
\ origin immediately; and upon closer examination one found
Ay that his European dress was by no means as complete as
¥ )
ey

it appeared, for it lacked what is generally assumed to
be a very essential part of a gentleman’s dress, namely
the trousers. Instead of these he wore deerskin leg-
gins, similar to our riding leggins, which reached half
way up his thigh. Then followed Mr. Neighbors and 1,
of the Comanche,” the anonymous re- port continues, “it was  with a young American whom Mr. Neighbors had engaged for
requested of Mr. Meuscbach that only he and few companions  the duration of the expedition, and a common Shawnee Indian.
come nearer, and that was arranged. When our four or fivemen  Each of the two latter drove two pack mules which belonged to
were within 100 paces, Lorenzo told us that if we fired our guns My, Neighbors and Jim Shaw.”
[into the air] as an indication of our confidence, that it would On February 10 the group came upon the Meusebach expedi-
make a very favorable impression. This we did and the Co-  jon. “The three covered wagons which had been drawn into the
manche responded in a like manner. We were greeted withelabo-  center of the camp,” Roemer wrote, “were an arresting sight in
rate handshakes and then led into their village.” this pathless wilderness, in which up till now no wagon very
The Meusebach expedition of forty men discharged their  |jkely had entered. Around these, the tents had been erected and
guns in salute, thereby disarming themselves, while surrounded i front of them whites and Indians mingled in a motley crowd.
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[ Even the whites were of diverse appearance and of mixed origin.
In addition to a number of unaffected Germans with genuine
peasant features, one noticed in the immediate vicinity a group
of Mexican muleteers with the unmistakable southern facial ex-
pression; then there were a number of American surveyors,
equally peculiar representatives of a third nationality, which von
Meusebach carried with him in order to point out to them the
land to be surveyed.”

While waiting for the Comanche chiefs to assemble at the
camp on the San Saba River, Meusebach and Roemer received
permission to lead an expedition to visit the old Spanish fort. In
his accounts Roemer mentioned several times a “persistent ru-
mor among the Texas settlers that the Spaniards had worked
some silver mines in the vicinity of the fort.” Upon arriving there,
Roemer noted the names of previous visitors who had inscribed
their names on the main portals: Padillo 1810, Cos 1829, Bowie
1829, Moore 1840.

After examining the area, Roemer concluded, “One may make
the claim without hesitation, that at least in the vicinity of the fort
no deposits of precious metals are present.” Although Meuse-
bach had hoped that the existence of silver mines would alleviate
QUALITY OFFSET PRINTING the financial straits of the Society, he wrote before his departure,
“I do not really count the silver mines until we have them.”
'l -800-880-0 'l 'l 9 Meusebach's courage and his habit of walking among the Co-
manche unarmed earned the respect of the Indians. They even
JACK FINNEY honored him with the name E/ Sol _Co{orado.‘ or The Red Sl‘m.

Considering that the sun was the principal deity among the Co-
SERVING GILLESPIE & LLANO COUNTIES manche, the name had special significance.

Among the assembled chiefs were their three most prominent
leaders: Santa Anna, Old Owl, and Buftalo Hump. Roemer, in his
account of the meeting offered this description of the chiefs:
“The three chiefs, who were at the head of all the bands of the
Comanches roaming the frontiers of the settlements in Texas
looked very dignified and grave. They differed much in appear-
ance. [Old Owl] the political chief, was a small old man who in his
dirty cotton jacket looked undistinguished and only his diplo-
matic crafty face marked him. The war chief, Santa Anna, pre-
sented an altogether different appearance. He was a powerfully
built man with a benevolent and lively countenance. The third,
Buffalo Hump, was the genuine, unadulterated picture of a North
American Indian. Unlike the majority of his tribe, he scorned all
European dress. The upper part of his body was naked. A
buffalo hide was wound around his hips. Yellow copper rings
decorated his arms and a string of beads hung from his neck.
With his long, straight black hair hanging down, he sat there with
the earnest (to the European almost apathetic) expression of coun-
tenance of the North American savage. He drew special atten-
tion to himself because in previous years he had distinguished
himself for daring and bravery in many engagements with the
Texans.”

Meusebach's total lack of prejudice toward the Indians was
in sharp contrast to that of Neighbors who believed all Indians
were untrustworthy savages. After concluding a successful treaty
of peace Neighbors attempted to take full credit for the agrce-
ment he had intended to prevent. In point of fact, had it been left
to Neighbors, Meusebach would have been induced to turn back
before attempting a treaty.

During the treaty Meusebach told the Comanche:; “When my
people have lived with you for some time, and when we know
each other better, then it may happen that some wish to marry.
Soon our warriors will learn your language. [fthey then wish to
wed a girl of your tribe, [ do not see any obstacle, and our people

Crabapple Crossing

COUNTRY STORE - RV SITES - TENT CAMPING
RELAX ON OUR SCENIC PORCH & BIERGARTEN

-Oak Shaded Tent Camping Sites along
Crabapple Creek - RV Sites with Water Hook-
up.& 30AMP Electricity - Hot Showers & Clean
Restrooms - Camping & Picnic Supplies « Call
for Overnight Reservations: 915/247-4260 -
HC 9, Box 39 - Llano, Texas 78643

ONLY 4 MILES NORTH OF THE
ENCHANTED ROCK PARK ENTRANCE

CHICKEN ¢ BRISKET « GOAT « SAUSAGE *RIBS * PORK

*RIBS »

The Ori'ginnl

COOPLER’S

PIT BAR-B-Q

“A Texas Tradition Since [953"

DEER STORAGE « WE BUY DEERHIDES
Phone: 915/3476-6897 « 1-800-513-6963
[——=-]
wzem  Hwy. 87 South *Mason, Texas 78656 @&

CHICKEN « BRISKET » GOAT * SAUSAGE *RIBS * PORK %

S8IY *IOVSNVS « LVOO « LINSING

* BRISKET » GOAT « SAUSAGE

28 ENCHANTED ROCK MAGAZINE




will be so much better friends... | do not disdain my red brethren
because their skin is darker, and I do not think more of the white
people because their complexion is lighter.”:

Most treaties between the whites and Indians usually
amounted to articles of surrender on the part of the latter. This
was not the case with Meusebach's treaty. The whites and Indi-
ans were given equal recognition and dignity. The agreement
was as if between two allies rather than two formerly warring
factions. In exchange for three thousand dollars worth of pre-
sents, the Comanche agreed to allow the surveyors and settlers
into the region without molestation. Also, the Indians could be
allowed into German settlements and would “have no cause to
fear, but shall go wherever they please.” In exchange for Co-
manche protection from “bad Indians™, it was agreed that “the
Germans likewise promise to aid the Comanches against their
enemies, should they be in danger of having their horses stolen
or in any way to be injured.”

Years later, Meusebach passed along the comments of Texas
Ranger, Jack Hays as to the effectiveness of the treaty: “[Hays]
was never molested nor lost any animals during his travel within
the limits of our colony, but as soon as he passed the line he had
losses.”

“On March 3, we began our return trip to Fredericksburg,”
the anonymous report notes. “Scarcely had we completed a
day’s journey when a company of Comanches under Santana
[Santa Anna] with their families joined us quite unceremoniously
and informed us that they wished to accompany us all the way to
Fredericksburg.

“Their company proved to be of some advantage to us, since
they shot several wild horses. The meat was very appetizing. On
March 5 we arrived at the Llano and on the 6th we camped on
Sandy Creek near the noted Enchanted Rock. This mass of gran-
ite, so named because of its formation which have the appear-
ance of monstrous giants and wild beasts, reminded us the castles
along the Rhein. The Sandy Creek has a beautiful bed of granite,
it’s crystal clear water dashes from one shelf to another, forming
many basins which are accessible by means of natural steps and
offer an invitation for a bath. We found some bass in this beau-
tiful water.

“On the following day, after a thirty five mile ride, we rejoiced
when we reached Fredericksburg. [t appeared to us even more
cheerful because it happened to be Sunday and the settlers,
arrayed in their colorful dress from the various districts of Ger-
many, greeted us. They too, rejoiced when they saw us return at
the head of and in peaceful association with a troop of Comanche
Indians.”

Although the Fisher-Miller grant contained 1,735,200 acres,
the treaty included a total of 3,878,000 acres. In one day, Meuse-
bach opened up for settlement what would become part of all of
ten Texas counties. To call John Meusebach a man of intelli-
gence, courage, tenacity, and vision would be an understate-
ment.

In 1847, the Texas Rangers established a camp fourteen miles
north of Enchanted Rock, under the leadership of Captain Samuel
Highsmith. In Recollections of Early Texas Memoirs of John
Holland Jenkins, the author, a member of the Highsmith com-
pany, wrote that Enchanted Rock was “a very remarkable freak of
nature, being solid granite and covering an area of six hundred
and forty acres of land.” He went on describe the landmark: “It
is studded here and there with a kind of glittering material that
. resembles diamonds.”
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PART EIGHT

~__ PIONEER ARTIST

ENCHANTED ROCK NEAR FREDERICKSBURG. BY HERMAN LUNGKWITZ. OIL ON CANVAS ON PANEL, 14x20 INCHES. PAINTED IN 1864.

Meusebach’s treaty with the Comanche opened the frontier to surveyors
and settlement. With accurate maps the land could be not only settled
but also claimed by deed of ownership. With new settlements
Enchanted Rock became more than a landmark surround my mystery
and legend. It became the subject of Texas' first landscape artist,

HERMAN LUNGKWITZ

N
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German settler arrived in Fredericksburg in 1851
who would, in his own way, leave his mark on the
history of Enchanted Rock. An accomplished land-
scape painter trained in Dresden, Hermann Lungkwitz
was the first artist to capture on canvas the mood
and mystery of this legendary landmark. In his ro-
mantic style the artist greatly exaggerated the contours of En-
chanted Rock in order to capture the spiritual nature of his
subject.

His first landscape of Enchanted Rock was completed
in the 1850s, but he was to return to the site many times between
then and the 1880s. In a letter to a friend he wrote of one of his
painting expeditions in 1888: *“I found and painted a few charm-
ing views of Enchanted Rock and the neighboring mountain
ridges from my position on a very precipitous peak called the
Rauhenkopf. To reach my point of observation. 1 had to hike
one and a half miles every day through mesquite brush and
over rocky ground without any path. Regretfully, | was unable
to walk a further mile for a full view of the Wachtenauer [Watch
Mountain] and Kullhead [Bullhead] Mountains, so | concluded
my studies here for this time, also, because | could not find any
lodging near these imposing mountains.

“Within the radius of six miles, one cannot find any
human habitation—one can only camp out...I lived very simply
here, spent every day in the good, very dry air and was in very
good health, so that I could easily carry my twenty pounds of
paraphernalia up the steep mountain. Then | painted very dili-
gently from early morning until sundown. After returning to my
lodging, I would fall into a deep, sound sleep, only to wake up
before dawn, fully refreshed—and so day after day!™

Lungkwitz painted at least six landscapes of Enchanted
Rock between the 1850s and the 1850s Over the years he cre-
ated numerous works of the Hill Country including scenes of
New Braunfels, Sisterdale, Fredericksburg, Mount Bonnell, San

I found and painted a few charming views of En-
chanted Rock and the neighboring mountain ridges
from my position on avery precipitous peak called
the Rauhenkopf. To reach my point of observation, I
had to hike one and a half miles every day through
mesquite brush and over rocky ground without any
path. Regretfully, I was unable to walk a further mile
for a full view of the Wachtenauer [Watch Mountain]
and Kullhead [Bullhead] Mountains, so | concluded
my studies here for this time, also, because | could
not find any lodging near these imposing mountains.

Antonio, West Cave, Hamilton Pool, and Marble Falls. In all of
his paintings Lungkwitz managed to capture in meticulous detail
and faithful color the beauty and brilliance of the natural envi-
ronment. Of particular note are Lungkwitz’s large pencil drawing
executed in lines so sharp they have a quality found in the finest
of etchings.

Lungkwitz was not alone in his artistic endeavors. His
brother in law, Richard Petri, came to Texas at the same time and
settled in Fredericksburg. Unlike the landscape painter Lungkwitz,
Petri painted numerous scenes of pioneer life in their new home-
land. Petri’s painting of the Comanche and Lipan Indians which
frequented Fredericksburg have been of particular interest to
researchers.

Petri died in 1857, at the age of thirty three, from acci-
dental drowning in the Pedernales River. The legacy he and
Lungkwitz left behind are remarkable both in their historic and
artistic value.
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THEWESTTEXAS FRONTIER, 1853. THIS MAP AND ROMER'S MAP ON PAGE 26, WHICH WAS PUBLISHED ONLY SIX YEARS EARUER, CLEARLY ILLUSTRATE THE
IMPORTANCE SURVEYORS HAD ON THE WESTWARD EXPANSION OF TEXAS. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST IS THE CQURSE OF THE COLORADO RIVER. EVIDENTLY THE

SURVEYORS WENT WELL BEYOND THE LIMITS IMPOSED BY THE TREATY BETWEENM

EUSEBACH AND THE COMANCHE NATION.
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INTO THE 20TH CENTURY

As the twentieth century approached Enchanted Rock
was becoming a recreational destination.

The Moss family is central to the closing chapter of
the old ways and the opening of the new.

iscovery of gold in California in 1849 precipitated

arush of emigrants seeking their fortune. Freder-
icksburg became the last supply stop for the forty

niners until they reached Hueco Tanks located

near El Paso. A member of one of the wagon

trains, C. C. Cox, was assigned to hunt game for
the group. Upon reaching Enchanted Rock, though not men-
tioning it by name, he said it was a granite hill some “two hun-
dred feet high”. Cox noticed a hollow sound beneath the granite
caused by his horse’s hooves. “The surface of the mound had
the appearance of petrified sand,” and Cox attempted to break
through into what he imagined would be a large cavern beneath.
He finally abandoned the task once he realized there was no
cave, but only a small hollow hear the surface.

Special mention should be made of an individual who was
most likely Enchanted Rock’s most permanent resident. Rafe
Maner, an emancipated slave was born in a log cabin between
the base of the Rock and Sandy Creek in 1850. He lived in the
cabin until his death in 1920. The cabin was later moved across
the creek where, some years later his birthplace was demolished.

The last recorded conflict between Indians and whites in the
Hill Country occurred in 1873. Known as the Fight on Pack-
saddle Mountain, it was precipitated when a cow on the Moss
ranch {in what is now Llano County) came into the ranch house
with an arrow sticking out of its side. A party of eight ranchers,
including W. B. Moss and his two brothers, was raised to pursue
the Indians. They found approximately twenty one Indians en-
samped on Packsaddle Mountain. In the ensuing fight at least
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three Indians, probably Apache, were killed and three of the
ranchers wounded. So closed the last account of Indian warfare
in the region. With the lands surveyed, and settlements spring-
ing all along the frontier, the Indian tribes were rapidly becoming,
a relic of the past. Many of these settlers found their fortunes
not in gold, but cattle.

In October of 184 1, Anavato Martinez sold his headright cer-
tificate, which included Enchanted Rock, to James Robinson,
who held title of the property for three years before selling it to a
business associate, Samuel A. Maverick. The term maverick
comes from this man. As stray cattle were plentiful in Texas,
Maverick refused to brand his cattle. Consequently, any un-
branded cattle were said to be Maverick’s. The term was later
expanded to include any person who acts independently.

Maverick really wasn’t a cattleman, but an entrepre-
neur, essentially, who bought Enchanted Rock, speculating on
its potential for mineral wealth. When Maverick’s widow sold
the property around 1880 to N. P. P. Browne, she retained all the
mineral rights. In 1886, Enchanted Rock was purchased by John
R. Moss, who sold it in less than a year to J. D. Slaytor,and C. T.
and A. F. Moss. In 1896 the Moss family bought out Slator’s
interest, which was inherited by Tate Moss in 1927. Albert Faltin
purchased Enchanted Rock in 1946, selling an undivided half
interest to Charles H. Moss the following year. For decades
afterward the Moss family continued the tradition of operating_
Enchanted Rock as a private park.

As the twentieth century approached Enchanted Rock
was becoming a recreational destination. The Moss family is



central to the closing chapter of the old ways and the opening of
the new.

Although ownership of Enchanted Rock changed hands fre-
quently, a constant throughout the twentieth century has been
its use as parkland. At the outset of this century Enchanted
Rock was frequently open to the public for picnics, dances, par-
ties, and numerous other events, including religious services
held on its summit by the Reverend Dan Moore (“On this rock I
will build my church.”).

Enchanted Rock officially opened to the general public as a
privately operated park on June 22, 1927. The event was cel-
ebrated by thousands of visitors, including Governor Dan
Moody, who dedicated Enchanted Rock as “Texas most wonder-
ful summer resort.”” The highlight of the day, however, occurred
when a celebrant named Bradshaw drove his brand new Pontiac
to the summit. This was not the only roadtrip up Enchanted
Rock. A local Chevrolet dealer in Llano occasionally used the
massive dome to demonstrate the performance of his autos.

Finally, in 1978 the Moss family decided to sell Enchanted
Rock and diverse offers came in—from granite quarry operations
to a Dallas developer who planned to build high dollar
townhouses. Another offer came from Lincoln Borglum who
proposed using Enchanted Rock to sculpt a monument in honor
of Texas heros in the spirit of Stone Mountian with its Confeder-
ate heros, or to Mr. Rushmore. Lincoln, the son of Gutzon
Borglum who designed Mt. Rushmore, is credited for completing
his fathers work. It is to the everlasting credit of Charles and
Ruth Moss that they decided to reject those offers in favor of an

offer from the Nature Conservancy in 1978. That organization
held title for Enchanted Rock until the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department could allocate funds to purchase the tract a month
later. Enchanted Rock was accepted on the National Registry of
Archaeological Sites on August 24, 1984,

So it was that this ancient sacred landmark became one of the
state’s most remarkable natural & cultural treasures, attracting
over 350,000 visitors annually.

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area is located 16 miles
north of Fredericksburg on Ranch Road 965. From Llano take
Texas 16 South 16 miles, turn right on Ranch road 965. Enchanted
Rock is 8 miles to the south.

Opened year round, the park offers 46 tent sites for over-
night campers with tentpads, picnic tables, overhead shelters,
barbecue pits, and fire rings. An attractive playground and mod-
ern restroom facilities complete with solar-heated showers are
available to walk-in campers.

For adverturesome back packers, the park has three re-
mote camping areas and each of the remote areas is equipped
with composting toilets.

There are 63 picnic tables, a playground and restrooms
located in the area provided for day visitors. Campers should
make reservations two to three months in advance. If you can’t
get a reservation at the park, camping is available nearby at
Crabapple Crossing (915-247-4260). Day visitors should arrive
early—before noon—as the park frequently fills up and parking
is unavailable until after 4:30 or 5 p.m. For more information
phone 915-247-3903
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LEGEND, FACT &
ENCHANTED ROCK

here are many unusual stories regarding Enchanted

Rock. Inthe absence of fact, legend and speculation

combined to answer compelling questions. In the past,

such stories have been the only source of readily avail

able information on Enchanted Rock. The stereotype

of the Indians as superstitious savages motivated by
fear and ignorance was at the heart of these tales.

It is often said that the Indians feared Enchanted Rock,
that they would not even shoot arrows in its direction. In fact, it
was not fear but respect, that motivated their actions. The Indi-
ans held Enchanted Rock as a sacred, living entity. Who among
us would discharge a gun in a church, temple, or synagogue?

-And if we refused to do so, who could truthfully say fear moti-

vated our actions?

Another common tale is that the Indians feared the
Rock because of the mysterious “groaning” sounds it emanated.
Contemporary geologists attribute this phenomenon to the rapid
contraction and expansion of granite during sudden changes in
temperature. Despite such logic, if those sounds do occur, would
not the entire granitic region in Gillespie, Llano, Burnet, and San
Saba Counties have been feared or held sacred by the Indians?

Also, if the Indians feared Enchanted Rock, why are
there so many ancient campsites so close to the place? There
are, in fact, archeological sites on both sides of Sandy Creck,
upstream and downstream for miles.

Several tales of Indians sacrificing virgins or other mem-
bers of their tribe at Enchanted Rock to appease an “angry god”
have been circulating for years. However, in the Plains Indian
cultures there is no evidence that they ever practiced human
sacrifice of their own tribal members to appease the Great Spirit,
or any other deity. What we do find, due to a drastic reduction in
their numbers to disease and conflict with Whites, is a tradition
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of tribes capturing women of other races in order to bear children
and increase their numbers.

The tales of intertribal sacrifice may well have their roots
in earlier contacts between the Spanish and Aztec cultures which
were handed down from conqueror to conqueror. As Peter Furth
noted in Man’s rise to Civilization, “Human sacrifice never oc-
curs in societies beneath the level of chiefdom... Only as societ-
ies become increasingly complex does the awareness of kinship
lessen; only then does man become inclined to sacrifice one of
his own kind or any animal surrogate.” Other studies have sug-
gested that human sacrifice is found in large communities of
early agrarian cultures; not among hunter-gatherer cultures.

There is another story of a white woman who escaped
her Indian captors, only to spend the balance of her life in total
madness at Enchanted Rock. Her howls, it is said, created fear
among the Indians. This story actually has a ring to truth. The
only problem is, again, the emphasis on fear, which is inappropri-
ate when applied to an entire race. Actually, the Plains Indians
considered the insane as having been touched by the Great spirit.
The insane were respected, avoided, sometimes cared for, but
never molested.

These and similar stories have been circulating for gen-
erations and will doubtless continue. Setting these legends aside,
there is still enough inherent magic and mystery regarding En-
chanted Rock to satisfy even the most unimaginative mind. There
are numerous contemporary stories of people—of all ages and
from all walks of life—who have seen spirits of vanished Indians
and heard the sounds of ancient drums. ‘

A particularly interesting account is found in Legends
of Texas Rivers and Sagas of the Lone Star State by Fannie May
Barbee Hughs, published in 1937. In the chapter entitled “The
Legend of Enchanted Rock™ the author writes, “Near the head of
the Perdernales is the ‘Enchanted Rock’. Little is known of this
singular rock, but legend has it that it is supernaturally illumi-
nated. It is accessible by means of a natural stair which winds
around it to the top. As one approaches, an aureole, ghostlike in
appearance, envelops him, and as he steps on the stairs the rock
begins a circular movement and the traveler’s ears are filled with
incredible and peculiar sounds. These sounds challenge inves-
tigation.” While this story has little basis in fact it does illustrate
how folklore and personal experience blend and find their way
into history.

The Indians believe the mountain spirits live, that their
and profound message can still be heard today. The stories of
humans can be lost, but the spirit of the mountain lives forever.
Its voice is as ancient as Enchanted Rock.
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Serving the Texas Hardware,
Plumbing, Electric and Ranching
needs since 1900.

We're in the
lumber business!!

201 West Main - Llano, TX‘
(915) 247-4141

Main Street Tea Room

and Jeanie's Desserts
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915-247-4561
111 West Main Street ¢ Llano, Texas 78643
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101 WEST MAIN ¢ LLANO, TEXAS 78643

PIZZA » SALADS ¢ SUBS ¢ PASTA
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